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He Asked Me for the Gift 


By Kathryn L. Hollingsworth 


E ASKED me for the gift within my 
hand, 
But I was slow in letting go. 
Somehow I thought in making this 
demand 
God did not understand or know 
That I but sought to serve Him in my 
way. 
And so, I held more firmly still 
Until God loosed my fingers and I found 
The joy of living in His will. 


we 


No Substitute for Hard Work 

Is there anything inherent in the 
Gospel that will make a man less in- 
dustrious, less efficient, and less careful 
of the employment of his time? Some 
act as though they thought there was, 
but they misunderstand the Scriptures 
and turn liberty into license. For the 
new birth, rightly understood, quickens 
all a man’s energy and talents, and the 
New Testament repeatedly shows the 
value in God’s sight of faithful work. 
In a fine article called “Blisters and 
Blessings!” in the Wheaton College Bul- 
letin, President Edman writes: “Work 
and faith are not mutually exclusive 
concepts; rather, they are complementary 
the one to the other... . The Chris- 





tian Business Men’s Committee Interna- 
tional have adopted a most appropriate 
motto: ‘Not slothful in business; fervent 
in spirit; serving the Lord’ (Rom. 12:11). 

There is a very real relationship 
between the blisters from honest and 
earnest toil and the blessings of the 
Most High. .. . We are, then, to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, and 
to be diligent in our daily employment. 
A careless businessman is a calumny on 
the truth of God, a lazy preacher is a 
libel to the Gospel, an unambitious stu- 
dent is a stumbling block to those to 
whom he has witnessed about his Sav- 
iour, an untidy and _ shiftless house- 
keeper is untrue to the Orderly One. 
In the days of His flesh He was a car- 
penter in the little and unnoticed vil- 
lage of Nazareth. Can you imagine Him 
to be careless in His workmanship, cas- 
ual in His business arrangements, or un- 
concerned about His promise of punctu- 
ality? Are the servants above the 
Master? I am especially disturbed 
when I encounter those who feel that 
because they are Christians they need 
not be so diligent in their work, particu- 
larly if the boss is a believer. We are 
employed to work and to witness to 
others by the diligence of our toil, and 
not by tongue in working hours, thereby 
taking the company’s time by our lack- 
adaisical labor and our interfering with 
others. There is a time for witnessing 
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by word of mouth, and a time for work, 
and the two are not the same. In fact, 
the Word is again very explicit: “They 
that have believing masters [employers], 
let them not despise them, ... but rather 
do them service, because they are faith- 
ful and beloved’ (1 Tim. 6:2). ... Your 
wholesoutlook on life is conditioned on 
your attitude toward work. Laziness will 
slander your soul more than it will 
weaken your body; while labor will 
toughen both. ‘Slothfulness,’ said Solo- 
mon, ‘casteth into a deep sleep; and an 
idle soul shall suffer hunger’ (Prov. 
19:15), therefore ‘love not sleep, lest 
thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, 
and thou shalt be satisfied with bread’ 
(20:13).” The thought that‘the Lord’s 
return may be near should not make us 
relax in our efforts to do good, but 
rather to be “redeeming the time, be- 
cause the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16); 
and in order that “we may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed before him 
at his coming” (1 John 2:28). It is a 
significant fact that, just before the great 
New Testament passage on the return of 
the Lord for His Church, we find these 
words: “And that ye study to be quiet, 
and to do your own business, and to 
work with your own hands, as we com- 
manded you; that we may walk honestly 
toward them that are without, and that 
ye may have lack of nothing” (1 Thess. 
4:11, 12). 
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Forgiveness ls Free 


that salvation is free. Equally im- 

portant is the .truth that the out- 
working of salvation requires disciple- 
ship and that is costly. To the palsied 
man just let down through the roof, the 
Lord said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” That forgiveness was as freely 
bestowed as the healing of his body that 
immediately followed. 


I: IS an important truth of the Gospel 


Some people are far astray on this. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For here have we no continuing 
city, but we seek one to come” 
(Heb. 13:14). 




















They feel that they must earn God’s 
pardon. So such things as pilgrimages, 
fasts, vows, penance, prayers, almsgiv- 
ing, religious ritual, and religious activ- 
ity are undertaken to find favor with 
God, His pardon, and His Heaven. But 
the Gospel as preached by the apostles 
declares that such as turn from sin to 
the Saviour are justified freely by God’s 
grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. There was a price to pay, 
but it was paid by our Lord in His 
atonement. Forgiveness, justification are 
granted freely to such as repent and be- 
lieve, on the ground that “Jesus paid it 
all.” Thus Paul writes, “By grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 
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2:8, 9). The way to find peace with God 
is to turn from sin to Christ saying: 
“Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling.” 
“Nothing in my hand”—forgiveness is 
free. 

But forgiveness is not all of salvation. 
Not merely escape from hell, but fitness 
for Heaven is needed in a salvation 
worthy of God and suited to our need. 
Christ came to save His people from 
their sins, not merely from sin’s retri- 
bution. Only thus can we be fit for the 
society of Heaven. Only so can we live 
here and now as citizens of a heavenly 
kingdom. Salvation begins with pardon 
for the stained past, but it goes on to 
produce a changed life, and that is 
where discipleship is necessary. Our 
Lord Jesus said, “Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden”—as 
convicted sinners are, and promises them 
rest. And when the soul is assured of 
God’s pardon, then the conscience is at 
rest. But the Lord did not stop with, 
“Come unto me.” He went on to Say, 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me... and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.” “Come unto me... and I will 
give you rest. ... Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; ... and ye shall 
find rest.” A rest given and a rest found. 
The rest given is the rest of conscience 
when forgiveness is known to be ours. 
The rest found is the satisfaction the 
soul finds in rising above a sinful past to 
a new, Christ-honoring life, and that re- 
quires taking Christ’s yoke and learning 
of Him. It requires discipleship. The 
great commission sent the apostles out to 
make disciples (Matt. 28:19, A.S.V.). 
Disciples were to be taught to observe 
all that Christ commanded. A disciple is 
a learner who is attached to a Master 
who controls the life of the disciple. 
Hence, to be a disciple of Christ means 
discipline. It requires learning of Him 
and putting what is learned into prac- 
tice. It requires submission to His yoke. 

It is just here that much evangelical 
work and life today falls short of the 
New Testament. We bend every effort 
to get people to receive Christ as per- 
sonal Saviour, to get them saved. Once 
that is done we too often relax as though 
that were the end when it is but the 
beginning. We fail to make it plain that 
the converted one must live as Christ’s 
disciple and make His teaching the pat- 
tern of his life. Too often, also, those 
professing to receive the Saviour are un- 
willing to take seriously the disciplines 
of discipleship. Yet if we make not 
Christ Lord of all, how can we make 
Him Lord at all? If we are not set to 
obey Him in all things, we restrain Him 
in liberating us from sin’s dominion. 
He needs a free hand in our lives to be 
able to make us over into His likeness. 

When He was here, the Lord Jesus 
found many ready to enjoy the loaves 
and fishes but not interested in being 
His disciples. And some who wished to 
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be of His followers had not counted the 
cost of discipleship. At a time when 
great multitudes went with Him, He 
said, “If any man come to me, and hate 
not his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple. And whosoever doth not 
bear his cross, and come after me, can- 
not be my disciple’ (Luke 14:26, 27). A 
¢disciple must put Christ before relatives. 
A disciple must bear a cross, must take 
the burden, the trials, the reproach going 
with taking Christ seriously and living 
as His. It is not easy to follow Christ 
in home, school, shop, factory, or busi- 
ness. Yet He demands just that of us. 
How seriously do we take the demands 
of discipleship? Do we resent its discip- 
lines and fall away from time to time 
into self-willed and ease-loving ways? 

Does it seem too much for Christ to 
say, “Whosoever . . . forsaketh not all 
that he hath, he cannot be my disciple?” 
Is such a spirit of renunciation too much? 
It has not been too much for people 
misled by false faiths. Hitler’s youth 
gave him a fanatical devotion, and so 
does the thoroughgoing Communist give 
his all for the cause. If false cults, like 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and false ideologies, 
like Communism, can win complete ded- 
ication from their adherents, why. oh, 
why should we be so half-hearted as fol- 
lowers of our blessed Lord? “I work 
eight hours,” said a Communist, “eight 
hours I sleep and attend to my personal 
affairs, and I give eight hours to Com- 
munism. One half of my income I give 
to Communism.” Are Lenin and Stalin 
more worthy of men’s devotion than 
Jesus Christ? Shall we turn from the 
discipline of discipleship when it is dis- 
cipleship to Christ? Is He not worthy 
ef the utmost we can give Him? 

But, lest the cost of discipleship 
frighten us, let us remember the other 
side of the picture. Forgiveness is free, 
discipleship costs, but self-willed living 
is costlier. Urged to turn to Christ, a 
young man said, “I am thinking about 
it, but it means giving up some things 
and I am counting the cost.” The reply 
was, “It is well to count the cost of fol- 
lowing Christ, but have you ever counted 
the cost of not following Him?” That is 
something everyone should do who hes- 
itates to become Christ’s disciple. 

The cost of not following in the path 
of discipleship can often be seen in the 
later years of such as profess faith in 
Christ and later turn aside from the de- 
mands of real discipleship. As the in- 
vitation was given at a Gospel service 
one day, a girl of about twelve said, 
“Come on, Mummy, come on, Daddy,” 
and parents and girlie went down the 
aisle to receive Christ. They became 
members of the church and were active 
for a while in the life and work of the 
church. But in later teen age the lure 
of the world laid hold on the girl. Other 
interests put Christ more and more in 
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the background. Eventually the connec- 
tion with the church was dropped. Later 
on the young woman became engaged to 
a man with a non-Christian religious 
background. The first thing he did. was 
teach her to drink. When the mother 
objected, his reply was, “If she can’t 
take care of herself, so much the worse 
for her.” And that is exactly how it 
turned out for her. Drink became a 
curse in her home, a curse to herself, 
and eventually it put her in a premature 
grave while she was yet in her thirties. 

In the ruin of that promising young 
life is shown the cost of not following 
Christ. When the teen-age girl pre- 
ferred the world to Christ she was re- 
fusing the path of discipleship. When 
she chose to marry an unbeliever, she 
was refusing the path of discipleship 
which demands that a believer marry 
only in the Lord. When she chose to 
drink in disregard of the warnings of 
God’s Word, she was refusing the dis- 
cipline of discipleship, only to find out 
in tragic experience later that “wine is 
a mocker, strong drink is raging: and 
whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise.” 

The pathway of discipleship may 
seem hard, but it has glorious recom- 
penses. “The way of transgressors is 
hard,” and it leads on only to the wages 
of sin. The demands of Christian renun- 
ciation may seem exacting, but reaping 
what we sow is just as exacting. They 
that sow to the flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption. Forgiveness is free. 
Discipleship is costly. But self-willed 
living is costlier, “therefore choose life 
... that thou mayest love the Lord... 
obey his voice ... and... cleave unto 
him” (Deut. 30:19). 


Notes on Open Letters 


Does God Hear Sinners? 


Does our Heavenly Father hear and 
answer the prayers of non-Christians, 
those who haven't repented and ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus as their Sav- 
iour? 

I know that the Lord hears the 
prayers of repentant sinners. They 
are passed from death unto life, and 
there is much rejoicing in Heaven over 
it. They then become Christians. I 
also know that He answers the prayers 
of Christians, according to His will, 
and if we pray to the Father in Jesus’ 
name. 

But what of all the others? You 
hear them say how good God has been 
to them, and how He has answered 
their prayers. 

Does He hear and answer their 
prayers? Is there any Scripture for it? 
—An Ohio reader. 


Yes, God hears and answers some of 
the prayers of the unsaved. His heart 


(Continued on page 598) 
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Abundant, up-to-date evidence of it 





66 T coiom is no _ persecution in 
Colombia!” With this statement 
the Roman Catholics in this 
country try to close their eyes to the 
tremendous conflict going on in that 
country, trying also to keep the Protes- 
tants in ignorance of what is really hap- 
pening in our sister republic. It is an 
indisputable fact, attested by many 
proofs, that a persecution is reappearing 
in Colombia similar to that of the Mid- 
dle Ages when Romanism ruled Europe. 

The writer of this article has been 
living in Colombia for seventeen years 
and he can testify to the fact that he 
has seen and been subject to a growing 
opposition to missionary activities in 
that land. At least six times he himself 
was exposed to an assassin’s attempt to 
take his life, besides another attempt on 
his life, secretly planned and afterwards 
exposed. 

Once his missionary home was invaded 
by an armed, professional assassin as he 
climbed the back wall of the mission 
station. This criminal] fanatic, according 
to the local newspaper which published 
the incident, “did live, eat, and sleep in 
the priest’s house.” Another time his 
home was riddled with shots and the 
window forcibly opened, at night, when 
he and his wife were asleep inside. 
Once as they traveled on horseback from 
a visit to an outstation a fanatical enemy 
stood by the wayside shooting at them 
from ambush. 


Three. Men With Knives 

Upon leaving a town, after he had been 
engaged in colportage and Gospel distri- 
bution work, the missionary was fol- 
lowed by three men displaying long 
knives as they ran after him. He was 
saved providentially by the driver of a 
bus coming by on the highway at the 
same time. Another Catholic fanatic 
forced the door of a house open, after a 
Gospel meeting had been held, and 
brandished a dagger over the mission- 
ary’s head, while half a dozen other 
associates in crime stood with him. 
Even a peaceful evangelical funeral was 
disturbed by policemen who fired into 
the air to keep people from attending, 
and one of them raised his revolver in 
threatening gestures while the mission- 
ary was preaching the funeral sermon. 

But such incidents, which a multitude 
of other missionaries and native Chris- 
tians have been subjected to in former 
years, were only preliminary rehearsals 
to a more violent persecution aimed at 
the expulsion of missionaries and the 
annihilation of the evangelical church in 
Colombia. 

During the past three years dozens of 
evangelical believers have been cruelly 





The harrowing incidents related in 
this article recall Foxe’s “Book of 
Martyrs.” But they are happening 
today. They comprise eyewitness 
accounts and reliable reports, brought 
together by the writer, who has been 
a missionary in Colombia for seven- 
teen years. Mr. Eikland is the East- 
ern representative of The Evangelical 
Alliance Mission, with his headquar- 
ters in Brooklyn, N. Y. The second 
and concluding part of his article will 
be published in next week’s issue. 








murdered all over the Republic because 
of their evangelical faith; thousands of 
the Christians have been forced to flee 
from their houses and lands in order to 
save their lives, while Catholics have 
moved in to take possession of their 
properties. A hundred chapels have been 
destroyed, damaged, or confiscated, since 
the revolution started four years ago. 
Here are some of the facts: 

In the west coast province of Cauca 
a Protestant chapel, in the vicinity of 
Cali, was bombarded early one morning, 
resulting in the death of three persons 
and the wounding of several others. In 
that same province, some time earlier, 
the pastor of another church was found 
dead, after having been castrated and 
tied to a tree. 

In one of the most beautiful spots in 
Colombia, Manizales, province of Caldas, 
where the writer once was guest at the 
missionary home and preached in the 
evangelical church, a home where a bap- 
tized believer lived was visited by three 
men, evidently officers of the law, who 
said they came to search the house. When 
they found some Bibles and song books, 
which to Colombian policemen of today 
are considered just as dangerous as fire- 
arms, they led the man outside and shot 
him dead, ordering the widow to bury 
her dead husband immediately. 

At another place, in the province of 
Tolima, in one of the most flourishing 
evangelical congregations of the country, 
the pastor was murdered in his own 
church in front of the people attending 
the meeting. The police who perpe- 
trated the evil deed obliged the widow 
afterwards to serve them a meal. 

An Indian Christian of Mosoco. who 
was a storekeeper, one day saw the 
mayor.and eight policemen enter his 
store, grab the bag of money he had, and 
then invite the townspeople to come in 
and take (steal) whatever they wanted. 
Then they led the evangelical store 
owner to the public plaza and shot him 
dead. 





in Colombia 
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In the province of Valle an evangelical 
worker was led to the cemetery where 
he was forced down into an open grave. 
While dirt was filled up around him till 
only his neck and head were above 
ground, he was asked to give up his 
evangelical faith in Christ as his only 
Saviour. Refusing to do so, he was mer- 
cifully shot dead. 

In the Santander province Cruz Boli- 
var, who was pastor of a congregation 
in his mountain home, was cruelly mur- 
dered on a lonely road leading from 
town to his home. He died with a 
prayer on his lips for the salvation of 
his murderers. 


Dragged and Stabbed by Police 

From the well-known news magazine, 
Time, in its issue of June 30, 1952. 
comes another murder story: “José Noel 
Luna, an earnest young (25) farmer, 
dropped into the small Presbyterian 
church at Frias, in the hills of central 
Colombia, one day last month to do a 
little repair work. He was an elder of 
the church, and accustomed to giving 
some of his spare time to its upkeep. 

“Soon after Elder Luna finished his 
work and left, government police broke 
into the church, overturned the pulpit, 
dragged the Bible and all the Protestant 
literature they could find outside for 
burning. In the midst of their gooting 
Elder Luna returned. The police de- 
manded to know his religion and his 
politics. 

“He acknowledged that he was a Prot- 
estant and a member of the Liberal 
Party. The police dragged him along 
with them. Minutes later, Luna crawled 
weakly to the house of a fellow Prot- 
estant. ‘Pray for me,’ he gasped, ‘give 
me water.’ The police, said Luna, had 


taken him a little distance down the 
road, and stabbed him in the chest. 
Shortly afterward, Presbyterian Luna 
died.” 

Missionaries in Colombia have also 


sealed their faith with their own blood 
and thus earned the martyr’s crown. 
The Rev. Oscar Smith, after having sent 
his wife home to the U.S.A., remained 
on his field of labor in the Boyaca prov- 
ince. Early one morning he was called 
out of his house by policemen for ques- 
tioning. As he turned from them to 
walk back to the house, policemen’s bul- 
lets killed him. 

But time would fail me to tell of others 
that had “trial of cruel mockings and 
Scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonment” (Heb. 11:36). Innumer- 
able are the incidents where evangelical 
believers have been put in prison and 
cruelly tormented for their faith. On! 
February 4, 1953, the New York Post 
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published the following notice: “Bogota, 
Colombia, Feb. 4 (A.P.)—The Evangeli- 
cal Confederation of Colombia reported 
today that a Protestant church at Bar- 
rancabermeja was attacked January 25 
and its American pastor and four men 
beaten by police.” The writer knows 
personally the pastor and his family 
there, having visited them and preached 
in his church. 

A favorite instrument of torture for 
the evangelicals has been the water 
treatment with a fire hose, such as the 
Communists have been practicing in 
order to torment the Chinese and Korean 
Christians. It demonstrates unequivo- 
cally the fact that the same warfare 
against Christians, both in Korea and 
Colombia, is directed ey the same spirit 
of evil and enemy of God and His 
Church. 

The common method of the police} in 
order to stop evangelical meetings, is to 
enter the hall or church at the time of 
worship, brandish revolvers and order 
the congregation to stop the meeting, 
closing the hall or chapel. If this does 
not stop the meetings, more violent pro- 
cedure is instituted. Hundreds of places 
of worship have in this way been obliged 
to close down, and the evangelical Chris- 
tians, in order to save their lives, have 
had to flee into bigger centers where 
they find more guarantee of law, order, 
and protection. 

How many thousands of Christians 
today in Colombia are in hiding all over 
the country, in mountains and valleys, 
is not known. They continue to gather 
for wgrship in places most remote from 
the p@ice, in caves and forests, or in 
houses situated in stich localities that 
they furnish the believers easy escape 
and hiding if they should be surprised 
by the police during meetings. 

These atrocities are perpetrated by a 
small minority of the Colombians, as the 
great majority, even of the conservative 
element, are against the persecution of 
evangelicals. A Catholic writer in Bo- 
gota, editor of one of the newspapers in 
that capital, voiced the sentiment of mil- 
lions of Catholics in Colombia when he 
wrote the following editorial in his 
paper, El Nacional: “Why do we persist 
in humbling our Church before the 
world? How is it possible that Church 
authorities do not condemn assassina- 
tions, dynamitings, and other revolting 
acts (in Colombia) against a_ sister 
Church? How, indeed, if we take into 
account that it is solely to the Protes- 
tant armies of the United States and 
England that the Vatican owes its life at 
this moment? These armies maintain 
the barrier holding back the Russian 
Army from Rome. What would happen 
to the Roman Church without these 
Protestant defenses? . . . Catholics must 
reciprocate the tolerance and respect 
that these countries of Protestant major- 
ity have toward our Church in their 
countries.” 
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From the above editorial we see that 
the Colombian Catholic Church is 
divided in its attitude to the Protestants 
inthe country. The conviction of the 
writer, after seventeen years of mission- 
ary labor in that country, is that the 
overwhelming majority of the Catholics 
want the Protestant missionaries to re- 
main. Even from a religious point of 
view they desire them to remain, as they 
exert, with their spiritual stimulus and 
example, a beneficial influence upon 
Catholic institutions and life. 

The Protestant persecution is in reality 
one phase of a wider conflict the Cath- 
olic leaders are conducting against a 
people who have had a democratic con- 
stitution and government for more than 
a hundred years. The majority, or two 
thirds of the eleven million Colombians, 


Not Many Wise 


A missionary learns a lesson 


6¢7T°HERE!” the missionary said, as 
she spread out a few small pieces 

of cloth before Bua, the sewing teacher. 
“That’s all there is left of all the lovely 
cloth sent out from America to us here 
in Pakistan. Can you use these pieces?” 
“Certainly,” replied Bua. “For those 
two shivering waifs who were brought 
into the school yesterday, anything will 
be better than the rags they are wear- 
ing. They won’t mind if the backs of 


their shirts are of one material, the 
fronts of another.” 
“Well, here are the scissors. I’m sure 


you can make a better job of cutting 
than I can.” 

Bua took the scissors, and began to 
cut out small shirts. “These certainly 
are good scissors, Mem Sahiba,” she 
Said. 

“They have been put to good use ever 
since they arrived in my gift box from 
America,” said the missionary. “Did you 
hear, Bua, how we used them in the 
village of Ferozwala?” 

“No,” answered Burm, “tell me.” 

“Well, when my husband and I went 
to that village some weeks ago, we 
found a little Christian boy whose par- 
ents had, through fear, of course, given 
him to the fakir. You should have seen 
him! His hair had been allowed to 
grow long, just like the fakir’s—a filthy, 
matted mass.” 

“And his parents were Christians?” 

“Yes, but they were quite in the 
power of the fakir. It took some plead- 
ing before Fazl and Rajan finally con- 
sented to having their ‘boy’s hair cut. 
No scissors could be found in the vil- 
lage, so, the next day, we brought these 
sharp ones, and cut the hair.” 
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are Liberals who want to live and govern 
themselves in democratic freedom, while 
the Conservative, priest-controlled party 
believes that the Pope should rule the 
people. Their violence against these 
liberty-loving Catholic Liberals was 
demonstrated three years ago when the 
Conservative leaders, then in power, be- 
gan a systematic reign of terror aimed 
at the complete elimination of all lib- 
eral elements. A Colombian eyewitness 
to some of the atrocities perpetrated in 
the Sarare and Sogamoso regions gives 
the following account of what he saw: 
“Men were stripped naked and made to 
walk over broken beer bottles, young 
women had their breasts cut off, other 
persons were crucified, and some three 
hundred men were castrated.” 
(To be continued) 


in faith from an Indian Christian 


By MABEL C. STEWART 


“Good!” exclaimed Bua. “And were 
the parents happy about it?” 

“Their faces fairly glowed as we had 
a little service and dedicated their boy 
Samuel to the Lord. They are very ig- 
norant, though. They know so little of 
what it means really to be a Christian. 
Because workers have been so scarce, 
they have had very little opportunity to 
learn. I am not sure how able they 
would be to meet some trial, such as, 
for instance, if the fakir would return, 


and curse them for what they had 
done.” 

“Sometimes, Mem Sahiba,” Bua re- 
plied, “it is when some special trial 


comes, that we are surprised to see how 
strong the faith of these little ones 
really is.” 

“Yes, I know that is true.” 

Just at this moment the missionary 
husband appeared. “My dear,” he said 
to his wife, “I have bad news.” 

“Why, what is it?” she 
startled. 

“A messenger from Ferozwala has 
come, saying that Samuel, Fazl’s little 
boy, died last night.” 

“Oh, no!” exclaimed the Mem Sahiba. 
“Those poor people! They will be sure 
to believe now that this is the work of 
the evil eye, because we cut the boy’s 
hair. The fakir had doubtless threat- 
ened something terrible, if the hair was’ 
ever cut. Their faith will surely be 
wrecked. We have so often prayed for 
that boy, that his life be spared to be a 
comfort and joy to his parents. What 
can we do now?” 

“I am going to Fazl,” said her hus- 
band. “I must try to help him.” 

“IT shall go, too, and perhaps I can 
help Rajan. Let’s go at once. I’m sorry, 


asked, 
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Bua, that I can’t help you with the 
sewing.” 

“You go right ahead, Mem Sahiba,” 
urged Bua. “The big schoolgirls will 
help me, and we'll all keep praying for 
you as you go to the village.” 

“It was a long, hard drive to the vil- 
lage of Ferozwala. Over deeply rutted 
roads, and sometimes where there were 
no roads at all, past lovely, green fields 
of wheat, sprinkled with golden mustard, 
and sometimes lined with blue flax, the 
car traveled. The missionaries, how- 
ever, hardly saw the harmony of green, 
and yellow, and blue. Their hearts 
were burdened. Surely this would be 
too heavy a blow for Fazl and Rajan to 
stand up under. 

“Was the boy sick long?” they asked 
the villager who had brought the news 
from Ferozwala, whom they were taking 
back with them in the car. 

“No, Sahib,” was the reply; “the sick- 
ness came suddenly. Oh, the boy had 
been having cold and some fever, but 
who hadn’t, in the village? No one 
thought anything about it till last 
night, when his fever suddenly went up, 
and before morning he was gone.” 

“Did Fazl call the fakir?” 

“The fakir? Oh, no, Sahib. Fazl and 
Rajan are Christians. Why should they 
call the fakir? That business of the 
fakir was all over when Samuel’s hair 
Was cut, remember?” 

“Praise God!” said the missionaries. 
“Yes, indeed, we remember.” Their 
hearts began to grow lighter. 

Finally the village of Ferozwala was 
reached. Around the muddy village 
pond, where buffaloes were wallowing, 
and mothers bathing their babies and 
washing their clothes, the car squirmed. 
It came to a halt under the old banyan 
tree. 

A few Christian men and children 
greeted the missionaries. They were 
quieter than usual, as they led the way, 
through narrow, dirty alleys, to the 
home of Fazl and Rajan. 

The courtyard seemed full of women 
who had come to give comfort in sor- 
row. Here however, no. wild, 
noisy weeping such as is found among 
the Mohammedans when death comes to 
their homes. There was an unusual 
stillness as the missionaries stood beside 
the rude cot on which lay the little body 
so lately stilled by death. Rajan, the 
mother, sat on a low stool beside the 
cot, quietly crying. Fazl stood near by. 

The missionaries’ hearts were full, 
the Mem Sahiba’s tears falling freely. 
“My sister,” she said, stooping to put her 
arms around Rajan, “your little son is 


was, 


with Jesus now, in our Heavenly 
Father’s Home. Why should we .cry?” 
With her cotton head scarf Rajan 


brushed away the tears. “Why, indeed?” 
she asked. “It is only because he was 
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all we had, and my heart is empty now. 
But it is true, he is safe with our Lord 
Jesus.” 


Fazl spoke up. “Sahib,” he said, 
“how thankful we are that we gave 
Samuel to Jesus before he died! He 


died in Jesus’ arms, not in the arms of 
that fakir. He was His. God gave him 
to us, and now has taken him back. 
We bless His name.” 

After the simple funeral service was 
over, the missionaries started home. 
Praise and thanksgiving welled up in 
their hearts. “To think,” said the Mem 
Sahiba, “that I ever doubted their faith! 
Why, it was my faith that was weak. 
May God forgive me! We asked God 
to preserve the life of a little village 
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boy, and instead He has done something 
far greater: He has preserved the faith 
of His children, and has made it pos- 
sible for them to say, in the face of 
terrible trial, ‘Though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him.’” 

“God has taught us much this day,” 
agreed her husband. “Truly, ‘Not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: but 
God hath chosen the weak things 


of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty.’” 
“Dear,” said his wife happily, “did 


fields of wheat? 
Aren’t they 


you ever see greener 
And the mustard and flax! 
beautiful?” 

New WILMINGTON, Pa. 


Assignments for Adult Classes 


Building a stronger class by pupil participation 


G IVING assignments to members in 
adult classes is, indeed, a “ticklish” 
job. Most adults do not want to be 


obligated for attendance—they desire to 
be free to come to Sunday school if they 


feel like it, or to stay at home. Others 
take the “I can’t” attitude, and do not 
want an assignment for that reason. 
There is a solution to this problem 
The same assignment can be given to 


the whole class in such a manner that 
each person will have a different an- 
swer. The assignment can be a “stand- 
ing” one, and can be used each Sunday 
After your pupils become accustomed to 
the assignment, you will be surprised 
at the response in student participation 
in the classroom. 

Announce to your class that you want 
each person to glean the lesson for “in- 
spirational truths.” There may not be 
much response the first Sunday, but, as 
the assignment continues, will be 
surprised at the result. Here are a few 
“inspirational truths” that were given in 
the class when I taught the first chap- 
ter of John: 

v. 1 Everything had a beginning ex- 

cept God. 


you 


v. 7 Our Christian light should al- 
ways burn brightly so that our 
witnessing may be visible at 
all times. 

v. 9 There was enough “Light” for all 
—each person may have the 
privilege of becoming a Chris- 
tian. 

v. 12 We have a choice to make— 


Christ or darkness. 

v. 12 We need power to witness for 
Him. We need to be refilled 
daily with His power. 

v. 15 Every Christian should be a sign- 
post pointing to the Lamb of 
God. 


By SYLVIA MATTSON 


v. 29 God’s love was sent to save the 
world and not to judge it. 

v. 30 Self should be willing to be for- 
gotten. Do others see Christ in 
you, or do they see only you? 


v. 35 The Christian should be as faith- 


ful at witnessing before two 
persons as before two hundred. 
v. 37 There should be an immediate 
response to Christ’s call for 


service. 

v. 37 Proper witnessing causes sinners 
to follow Christ instead of 
following the person who is 
doing the witnessing. 

v. 38 The newly saved person should 


seek to know more about 
Christ. 
v. 38 Do we desire to know Christ’s 


dwelling place so that we may 
go there to be with Him? 

v. 39 The disciples “abode with him.’ 
Christ would like his believers 
to “abide with him.” 

v. 41 If the Lord has saved us, we 
should tell others about it. 

v. 41 The disciples were added “one 
by one.” Our motto may be 
the same with a slight addition, 
“One by one—Won by one.” 

v. 42 “They brought him’”—they did 

not send Him. Parents should 

bring their children to Sunday 
school instead of sending them. 
we have accepted Christ as 

Saviour, it is our business to 

bring others to Him. 

v. 45 Are we ashamed to tell others of 
our newly found friend, Christ? 
v. 49 Have we acknowledged Christ as 
Son of God, the king of our 

lives? 
If you do not like the “inspirational” 
way for assignments, you might try the 


’ 


v. 42 If 


(Continued on page 596) 











7t Cleristian Soldier writes 
for “The Sunday School “Jimes 


Three exclusive devotional articles by the chief United Nations delegate 
to the armistice negotiations with the Communists at Panmunjom 





pre Genera! William K. Harrison, Jr., is Chief of Staff to General Mark Clark, who is in command 

of the United States Army Forces in the Far East. As the chief United Nations delegate, General Harrison 

has borne the brunt of the long-drawn-out armistice negotiations with the Communists in Korea. He served 

with distinction and was wounded in World War II in Europe; he was in charge of reparations under General Mac- 

Arthur for two years after the war in Japan; later, he was commander for more than a year at Fort Dix, N. J., a 
training camp of some 30,000. He has been serving again in the Far East for the last year and a half. 


General Harrison is a faithful student of the Bible, a born-again Christian, and a good witness for the Lord 
Jesus Christ—all of which is unusual in a man of his high position in national and international affairs. He has 
written, exclusively for The Sunday School Times, three very readable and helpful articles on the following subjects: 


I. The Experimental Reality of the Believer’s Salvation 
II. Faith as a Principle of the Christian Life 


III. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 


These articles will appear in the issues of July 18, 25, and August 1. They offer an unusual opportunity for 


Sunday School Times readers to introduce to their friends this fine, Christian weekly paper and Sunday school lesson 


help. With the Harrison series readers will receive many other excellent articles, and also the twelve unusual helps 


each week on the International Uniform Sunday School Lessons. 


Here are some of the articles that will be in- 
cluded in an 18-week trial subscription beginning 
with the Harrison series: 


“THE VIRGIN BIRTH,” by Dr. Howard A. Kelly. A chapter 
from his book, ‘‘A Scientific Man and the Bible,” now out of 


print. 
SIX EDITORIALS ON THE VICTORIOUS LIFE, by the 


Rev. E. L. Langston, conference speaker and member of the 
Council of English Keswick. 


SOME SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES OF A MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBER, by Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein. Four articles by the 
headmaster of the Stony Brook School. 

“OUR INCREASED ATTENDANCE AN ANSWER TO 
PRAYER,” by John C. Hatz; 

“HOW WE CREATE AN ACTIVE PERSONAL INTEREST 
IN MISSIONS,” by Ridgely Mering; 

“THE MOUSE AND THE TRAP,” by Mrs. Edna L. Cain; 
two tested Sunday school ways of working, and an object 
lesson for boys and girls. 


At a cost of only $1.00 for each 18-week subscription 
($1.10 in Canada, U.S. A. dollars), you can share all these 
helpful articles with friends and acquaintances, who will 
profit from their inspiration and information. Just ask for 
the Harrison series. You may send as many of these trial 
subscriptions as you wish. Send your list promptly to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


325 N. Thirteenth Street 
H H Lieutenant Genera! William K. Harrison, Jr. . 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. (After this photo was taken Gen. Harrison became a “ three-star” general.) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. JULY 19. ONE WORLD IN CHRIST 
Ephesians 1:15 to 2:22; printed text, 2:8-10, 13-22 


Golden Text.—Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God.—Eph. 2:19 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Eph. 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
_ that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them. 

13 Bui now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far 
off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
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17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar 
off, and to them that were nigh. 

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father. 

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God; 

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons: the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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Verse 15.—“Having abolished .. . the 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
"T'eee Epistle to the Ephesians has 
been called “the crown and climax 
of Pauline theology.” In Romans 
we have the work of Christ as related 
to individual men; in the Corinthian 
Letters the local church appears with 
respect to its order and ministry; in 
Galatians the apostle is dealing with the 
legal controversy, and championing the 
freedom of the saints from the trammels 
of Law. In all of his Letters there is 
a certain localizing of interest. In Ephe- 
sians, however, he is dealing with no 
local situations, facing no controversy, 
and as a mighty eagle he soars into “the 
heavenlies,” and carries us with him. 

This Epistle is generally referred to 
as the Church Epistle. But it is the 
Church in relation to the still wider rec- 
onciliation (Eph. 1:10), the Church as 
“the fulness of him that filleth all in 
all.” the Church as the final object les- 
son of God’s wisdom to all heavenly in- 
telligences, the Church as coregnant 
with Christ in a universe made one in 
Him. These are magnificent concepts, 
all part of the “mystery” of which Paul 
claimed to be steward. 

Such an Epistle calls for long, careful, 
humble, prayerful study. Only the Holy 
Spirit who gave it can make it live to 
us. What, therefore, Thomas a Kempis 
said about the whole Bible is profoundly 
true about this Epistle, that it is “to be 
read with the same Spirit with which it 
was written.” 

The teacher should not fail to read 
the story of Paul's personal contacts 
with Ephesus, as recorded in Acts 19 
and also Acts 20:17-38. Notice that many 


of the recipients of this Letter, with its 
lofty concepts and profound teaching, 
had but recently come out of gross idol- 
atry—the worship of Diana with all its 
attendant evils. See, then, what the 
grace of God can do! 


Verse by Verse 
Eph. 2:8.—“By grace .. . through faith 
not of yourselves .. . the gift of 
God.” Notice these four statements re- 
garding salvation. The first and last de- 
clare the operation of God. The second 
and third make clear that salvation does 
not spring from anything in us, but our 
activity with respect to it is that of re- 
ceiving, for that is the operation of faith 

Verse 9.—“Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” Salvation is not a product 
of human activity. so the saved cannot 
glory in any accomplishment of their 
own. 

Verse 10.—‘His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained.” But gocd 
works have their place—not as produc- 
ing salvation, but as the product of sal- 
vation. These works are not independent 
operations of our own volition, but are 
designed by God for us, as we are de- 
signed for them. 

Verse 13.—“In Christ Jesus .. . far 
off . . . made nigh by the blood.” See 
verses 11 and 12 for an explanation of 
the term “far off.” We were the “un- 
privileged class,” but “in Christ” all 
distinctions are wiped out, and “by the 
blood” all barriers are swept away, and 
reconciliation is effected. 

Verse 14—‘“Our peace, who hath 
made both one.” The “middle wal] of 
partition” between Jews and Gentiles is 
gone: We are one in guilt, and by faith 
we stand as one in grace. In Christ 
there is “neither Jew nor Greek.” 


enmity, even the law of commandments 

. One new man.” The enmity was not 
a bitter feeling between Jews and Gen- 
tiles (although that has too often pre- 
vailed), but “the law of commandments 

. in ordinances” which gave the Jew 
a place of privilege, and shut us out. 
But the Jew by unbelief turned his priv- 
ilege to condemnation, while the Cross 
swept away the instrument of privilege, 
and opened a common door of mercy 
to all. Those who enter are “one new 
man.” 

Verse 16.—“Reconcile both unto God 
in one body by the cross.” Both Jew 
and Gentile needed reconciliation to 
God, both being at enmity. The same 
Cross that reconciles them to God re- 
pairs the rift between themselves. The 
Cross is the effective answer to anti- 
Semitism, and to every other breach 
between men. 

Verse 17.—“Peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh.” 
Paul addresses the Gentile believers as 
“you which were afar off,” but with rare 
courtesy he does not say, “to us that 
were nigh.” He leaves the “us” out. 
Insert “peace” also after “and” in the 
second phrase, as in the Greek, and see 
how the repetition adds strength. 


Verse 18.—“For through him we both 
have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father.” The definite article with “ac- 
cess” coupled with the first plural of the 
verb would make it read “our access.” 
Both Jew and Gentile have the same ac- 
cess—through Christ as the mediator, in 
the Holy Spirit as energizer, to God as 
Father. 


Verse 19.—“No more strangers ‘and 
foreigners, but fellowcitizens .. . of the 
household.” Imagine a judge who has 
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given the oath of allegiance to appli- 
cants for naturalization, and then wel- 
comes them, in the name of the American 
people, into the citizenry of the land. 
Now think of such a reception into the 
Kingdom of God, and God Himself doing 
the welcoming. Then hear God adding: 
Not only do I welcome you as subjects, 
but I receive you as members of my 
household, children of the Royal Family! 

Verse 20—‘“Built upon .. . the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone.” A sudden 
change in metaphor. We are a struc- 
ture, the foundation tier of stones being 
the first propagators of the Gospel, with 
Christ Himself the great unifying and 
all-upholding angle slab. 

Verse 21.—“All the building .. . grow- 
eth unto an holy temple.” This struc- 
ture that is being built is a sacred build- 
ing—a temple, a sanctuary in which God 
manifests His glory. 

Verse 22.—“Builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit.” 
This is no structure or organization of 
man’s making, but God’s permanent 
abode, whose “living stones” (1 Pet. 2:5, 
A.S.V.) are placed by the Holy Spirit. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In the Epistle to the Ephesians, Paul 
contemplates two great rifts—one in the 
cosmic realm and one in the human 
realm. Both are part of the disorder 
induced by the entrance of sin. It is 
God’s purpose to heal both, and the 
mediator of this great reconciliation is 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In chapter 1:9, 
10 the healing of the cosmic breach is 
declared to be part of the revealed will 
of God. 

This universal rift finds expression in 
the alienation of man from God, and 
the reconciliation which God has decreed 
is especially directed toward man. It 
was in the outworking of the reconcilia- 
tion that the rift in the human realm 
was made, and here is how it took place. 

God’s purpose of reconciliation called 
for a mediator. The choice of a medi- 
ator was God’s own Son. The purpose 
of reconciliation required also His com- 
ing into the world “in fashion as a man,” 
and that necessitated a specially pre- 
pared line. Abraham was chosen as the 
father of this line, and from him sprang 
the nation Israel. Israel, then, was 
chosen out of the nations and brought 
near to God, into a place of special priv- 
ilege. Thus a “middle wall of partition” 
was erected between Israel and the na- 
tions (the Gentiles). The commandments 
and ordinances and oracles which con- 
stituted Israel’s privilege were an in- 
strument of alienation with respect to 
the Gentiles. This was an inevitable 
result. 

It was not destined to be an enduring 
situation, however. It was an effect of 
the preparations for reconciliation, and 
designed to show how thorough was 
man’s alienation from God. The prepa- 
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Last Week's Lesson 


A Pattern of Christian 
Romans 6:1-14; 12 


2. July 12.- 
Behavior 
Next Week’s Lesson 

4. July 26.—Growing in Christ. 


Luke 2:52; Ephesians 4 








rations being complete, the Mediator 
Himself appeared. His appearing brought 
to light an amazing fact—that the priv- 
ileged nation, Israel, was just as far 
from God ia heart as were the Gentiles. 
Their casting out of the promised Sav- 
iour was the ultimate demonstration of 
that fact. They needed reconciliation as 
much as others. 

The cross of Christ, then, was the in- 
strument of reconciliation (Rom. 3:25), 
and it embraced both Jew and Gentile. 
It took no account of privilege. The 
Law, which was Israel's glory, had found 
them guilty, and was therefore abolished 
as an instrument of righteousness. All 
were embraced in a common guilt, that 
a common mercy might be shown to all 
(Rom. 11:32). Thus by the Cross the line 
of demarcation was obliterated. It ruled 
out the distinctions of privileged and un- 
privileged. Christ was the 
tion not only for the sins of the 
Jews, but for the whole world (1 John 
2:2). 

So Christ, by the Cross, effects the 
reconciliation in the cosmic realm, which 
is realized now in the new relation be- 
tween God and believing men, and will 
be realized in “all things .. . both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth” 
in a future day which Paul calls “the 


dispensation of fulness of times.” By the 
same reconciling action of the Cross, 


Christ heals the rift on the human level, 
so that Jew and Gentile meet as breth- 
ren, as members of one body, as one 
man, in the peace of the Cross. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE was Paul when he wrote the 
Epistle to the Ephesians? : 
2. What phrase is specially character- 
istic of this Epistle? 
3. What doctrine is particularly devel- 
oped in this Epistle? 
4. Under what figures is the Church 
presented in the Ephesian Letter? 
5. What two “rifts” come into view in 
this Letter? 
6. How are these rifts healed? 
7. What part do good works play in 
our salvation? 


8. What is the final answer to anti- 
Semitism? 
9. What constituted the enmity be- 


tween Jew and Gentile? 
10. How is the triune being of God con- 
cerned in our “access”? (v. 18.) 


(Answers on page 593) 
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See what this means for us Gentiles. 
We are “made nigh.” We are received 
as full citizens of the Kingdom of God, 
and as members of the household of God. 
We are built into the holy temple, the 
living habitation of God. “Marvelous, in- 
finite, matchless grace!” : 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. The dead are made alive (Eph. 2: 1-10) 

(1) Our former state (vs. 1-3) 

(2) The divine operation (vs. 4-7) 

(3) The divine method (vs. 8-10) 


2. The alienated are reconciled (vs. 1l- 
22) 
(1) Our former state (vs. 11, 12) 
(2) The means of the reconciliation 
(vs. 13-18) 
(3) The privileges of the reconciliation 
(vs. 19-22) 
Topics for Development 
Good Works. “Not of [out of] works 


. unto good works” (vs. 8, 10). That tells 
the whole story with regard to works. 
They do not produce salvation, but are 
the product of salvation. They are not 
the root, but the fruit. And remember, 
“By their fruits ye shall know them” 
(Matt. 7:20), a statement which can 
scarcely be confined to “prophets.” There 
should be a wonderful appropriateness 
in our good works, for we are “created 
in Christ Jesus unto” them, so that we 
should have a real aptitude for them; 
and “God hath before ordained” them 
for us, so that they will be suited to 
our ability. 

But. Small words should not be neg- 
lected. Some of the “buts” of the Bible 
are flags calling our attention to won- 
derful truth. We have two notable ones 
in this chapter. The “but God” of verse 
4 draws the contrast between our for- 
mer state as “dead in trespasses and 
sins” and our new life in Christ, so full, 
so abundant. The “but now” of verse 
13 focuses on the great change from our 
place of complete alienation as “sinners 
of the Gentiles” to our place of recon- 
ciliation “in Christ Jesus.” From being 
“afar off” we can say: . 

Near, so near to God; nearer I cannot be, 

For in the person of His Son, I am as 

near as He! 


Personal Applications 


The grace of God lifts men to incon- 
ceivable heights of privilege, yet it 
leaves no place for pride. 

Don’t trust to good works for salva- 
tion, but doubt your salvation if you 
have none. 

If you are a Jew, remember that you 
have no more “rights” with God than 
a Gentile: and if you are a Gentile, re- 
member that you are enjoying by grace 
a privilege which has belonged to the 
Jew by covenant right for four thousand 
years. 

“The ground is level at the Cross.” 

The reality of your reconciliation with 
God will be tested by the degree in 
which you live at peace with other rec- 
onciled children of God. 
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“We... have access,” says Paul. Then 
“let us draw near” (Heb. 10:22). 


Golden Text 

Eph. 2:19.—“No more . . . foreigners, 
but fellowcitizens.” When we were “for- 
eigners,” we were enemies of the King- 
dom of God. Now that we are citizens, 
let us be good fellow citizens, and not 
carry on civil war within the Kingdom. 
“Be at peace among yourselves” (1 
Thess. 5:13). 

ELMHuRST, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HYMNS 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“Open My Eyes That I May See” 

“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose ear is open to Thy 
children’s cry. let our prayers and those 
of all Thy people this day find an abun- 
dant answer. We praise Thee that there 
is forgiveness with Thee, and pray for 
Thy pardon and cleansing from all that 
has stained our lives since last we prayed 
here. Keep us from sin, and guide us 
into the good Thou wouldst have us do 
through this new week. Use Thy Word 
here and in every place to bring souls 
to the Saviour and to inspire a brotherly 
love in Christian hearts. Where sin en- 
slaves, where superstition and cruelty 
darken life, where sorrow crushes and 
where pain and sickness are; there be 
present. Father, to deliver, to enlighten, 
to comfort, and to heal. Grant that 
everywhere a hunger for righteousness 
and for God may prevail, moving men 
to receive the Gospel and trust the 
Saviour. Let His Kingdom come in all 
the earth for His dear name’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Differences of race 
and language make barriers between 
men, and lead to distrust and en- 
mity. Yet now, more than ever, peoples 
and nations need to dwell at peace lest 
they destroy one another with the new- 
est dread weapons of war. How can 
men come to live peaceably? Only as 
they trust Christ and come into the fam- 
ily of God. In Paul’s day Jews looked 
down on heathen Gentiles, and Gentiles 
were repelled by Jewish customs and at- 
titudes. Many requirements of Moses’ 
Law were given to form a barrier to 
keep Jews from falling in with heathen 
ways and worship. Till Christ came, 
that separation had been needed; but our 
lesson says that Christ made Jew and 
Gentile one, breaking down the barrier 
parting them. As the Gospel went out 
to all people, both Jews and Gentiles 
trusted Christ for salvation and were 
put right with God, born into His fam- 
ily, and in the Christian church they 
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mingled as brothers and sisters in that 
family. And today there is nothing else 
that can remove the barriers that make 
for distrust and hatred and bring men 
and nations to live at peace. 


When the Japanese armies were over- 
running China a few years ago, civilian 
Chinese lived in fear. One day a Jap- 
anese soldier entered a little Christian 
chapel where Chinese believers were 
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gathered for worship. The sight of the 
foreign soldier filled them with fear and 
distrust. But their fear and suspicion 
fled when he told them he was a Chris- 
tian and was there to join in prayer and 
worship with them as his fellow Chris- 
tians. Warmly those Chinese Christians 
received their Japanese brother, and to- 
gether they prayed and praised God with 
no trace of enmity in their hearts. They 
were all one in God's family, and His 
love bound them together. Pray that 
everywhere men may be drawn to Christ 
and to brotherhood in Him. 
Cavcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“For by grace are ye saved through 
faith” (Eph. 2:8).—Grace has been de- 
fined as “everything for nothing to one 
who deserves nothing but judgment.” 
And faith is “taking God at His word in 
spite of feelings and fears.” What a 
glorious way of salvation! Can we not 
reverently say that only God could 
think of saving a person on such terms? 

It seems like heresy to multitudes of 
people, even though the words are ac- 
tually in the Bible. I was purchasing a 
ticket in the La Salle St. Station in Chi- 
cago recently. I did not know the agent 
who served me, but he evidently knew 
me; for when he handed me the envelope 
containing the ticket, I saw the words, 
“John 3:16; Eph. 2:8, 9” written on it. I 
smiled and asked, “Do you believe that 
salvation is by grace, through faith, 
without works?” He replied: “I cer- 
tainly do, although I am laughed at for 
believing it. But that is where I stand!” 
I rejoiced with him, and as I went on 
my way to board the train, I could thank 
God for such a testimony in such a place. 


SALVATION THROUGH HIS MERIT ONLY! 


“ “THE EARTH’ AND THE WORKS 
“THAT ARE THEREIN SHALL BE 
~ BURNED UP.” (2 PET. 3:10.) 
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And I have placed that envelope among 
my mementos. 


“Not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Eph. 2:9).—This is the second 
time we are told in Holy Writ that God 


intentionally made the way of salvation 
to be “by faith” instead of “by works” 
to exclude forever human boasting (see 
Rom. 3:27). To put it bluntly, God will 
not take anyone to Heaven who is going 
to sing his own praise. All who go there 
must sing the praises of Him who did 
everything necessary for man’s salvation 
and who cried. “It is finished” (John 
19:30). For further Scriptural proof 
that salvation is not of works, see Rom- 
ans 4:5; Galatians 2:16; 2 Timothy 1:9 
and Titus 3:5. 

Some years ago two men were seen 
in a boat above the rapids of Niagara and 
found themselves unable to manage it. 
They were being carried so swiftly down 
the current. that they must both in- 
“evitably be borne down and dashed to 
pieces. Spectators threw ropes to them. 
The same instant that the ropes reached 
them a log came floating by. One 
thoughtless and confused man seized the 
log, while the other grasped a rope. 
This one was drawn to the shore while 
the other, who made the tragic mistake 
of clinging to the loose, floating log, was 
carried over the falls and was never 
heard from again. Faith was a saving 
connection with Christ, but grapple our 
virtues as securely as we may, they can- 
not avail us in the least degree; they are 
the disconnected log with no link to the 
‘heavenly shore. 

“For we are his workmanship, cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works” 
(Eph. 2:10).—Here we learn the proper 
place of good works. Once a person is 
created in Christ Jesus by divine work- 
manship—or, in other words, “born 
again”"—God has ordained good works 
for that person to walk in. “Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are pasSed away; 
behold, all things are become new.” 
Such a person has been made a par- 
taker of the divine nature. He is in- 
dwelt by the Holy Spirit, and is em- 
powered to do good works. 

All the exhortations to good works in 
the Epistles are addressed to persons al- 
ready saved. For example, Titus 3:8. 
On March 15, 1950, three days after the 
Billy Graham campaign was concluded 
in Columbia, South Carolina, there ap- 
peared a full-page advertisement in that 
state’s largest newspaper, The State, 
headed by the word “Announcement” in 
large letters extending across the entire 
page. It was this: 

“As a result of my recent conversion, 
and on becoming a member of the Colo- 
nial Heights Baptist Church, it is my de- 
sire to transact my business on thorough 
Christian principles. As of March 12, 


no beer will be sold at any of my busi- 
ness places. 
“I would like to serve all of my friends 
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and to solicit and cater to the trade of 
all Christian people, individually and in 
groups... .” 
—Signed “John C. ‘Jack’ Sox.” 
That is divine order—salvation first, 
then working it out in everyday life. 


“Who hath made both one” (Eph. 2: 
14).—“Both” here refers to believing 
Jews and believing Gentiles. At one 


time there was a partition, a dividing 
line, between Jews and Gentiles, as verse 
12 reveals. But that has been removed 
by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


and now believers, regardless of their 
nationality, color, education, or social 
status are all one in Christ. 

It is not exactly “one world” as the 
title of our lesson implies, but one 
“flock,” one “body,” one “building,” as 


“The old separa- 
grace 


the Scriptures teach. 
tion dissolves and gives place by 
to oneness in Christ Jesus.” 

While in the Orient, it was my happy 
and hallowed privilege to observe the 
Lord’s Supper in Jerusalem. Converted 
Arabs, Jews, Britons, French, Swiss, and 
Americans were in attendance. It was 
thrilling to realize that we were all “one 
in Christ Jesus.” 

“No more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellowcitizens” (Eph. 2:19).—In the 
Old Testament God was seeking to make 
Israel a special nation, separated to Him- 
self. They were not to be “reckoned 
among the nations” (Num. 23:9). Asso- 
ciation with other nations spelled de- 
filement. 

When our Lord was upon earth, He 
observed this separation most strenu- 
ously. He forbade His disciples to go 
into any city of the Gentiles; and He 
told the woman of Syrophenicia that He 
was not sent but unto the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. But His cross was 
the end of all the Jewish forms of holy 
places and days, of priesthood and sac- 
rifice. Now all believing Gentiles are no 
longer strangers and foreigners but fel- 
low citizens with Jewish saints and are 
members of the household of God. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


gee 
“= 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I held in my hand a 
violin, made by Stradivari over 200 
years ago. The owner carefully removed 
it from its silk covering and permitted 
me to handle it; then he wrapped it 
again and placed it back in the case with 
almost a caress. Thrilled as I was to 
touch the “sacred” thing, I was uncom- 
fortable until I got it back into his hands. 
I wouldn’t venture to say what he would 
have done if I had attempted to swat 
a fly with it! What a high value we can 
put on things—man-made things—and 
how carefully we guard them against 
possible damage! 
In this second chapter Paul is telling 
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the Ephesians that “we are his workman- 
ship,” and Paul was tremendously im- 
pressed by the thought of it. God is 
a master workman. Jesus said, “My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work” 
(John 5:17). Our Creator never did a 
shoddy piece of work. All His works 
are perfect; and when He had finished 
the creation of the physical universe, 


He said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). And so 
He did. Think of it, fellows: you and 


I made in the image of the eternal God! 
What a masterpiece! Considering the 
physical alone, your body is composed 
of thousands of miracles—I would not 
dare to try to say how many. 

The late Dr. Arthur I. Brown, an 
M.D. who devoted many years to evan- 
gelistic preaching, using his knowledge 
of physiology to illustrate Gospel truth, 
wrote a book entitled, “God's Master- 
piece—the Human Body,” a fascinating 
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Lesson for July 19 


book. I heard him one night in Los 
Angeles speak for 35 minutes on the 
thumbnail. All the scientists, biologists, 
chemists. physicists. university profes- 
sors, and modernists working together 


could not in a million years create a 
thumbnail! 

It was from Dr. Brown I learned to 
my astonishment that there are from 
50.000 to 100,000 miles of blood vessels in 
the human body, and almost as many 
lymph channels; also that the heart 


beats and contracts 40 million times a 
year and moves more than ten tons 
of blood every twenty-four hours. 


According to that, this heart of mine, 
weighing about - three-quarters of a 
pound, has beaten and contracted more 
than three billion times to date, and has 
lifted over three hundred thousand tons 
of blood! I wonder if the Manhattan 
and Brooklyn bridges combined weigh 
that much! 


My, what a prodigious physical life I 
have lived, counting movement and 
weight alone! Yet I cannot boast. I did 


unconsciously, with no effort on 
my part. It was His workmanship func- 
tioning regularly, punctually, inces- 
santly, not only while I was awake, but 
while asleep. according to the Work- 
man’s plans and specifications. This is 
not taking into account the vastly more 
wonderful and eternal spirit which is 
also His workmanship. The wonder of 
it grows as you think about it. And yet, 
fellows, it is possible you might treat 
your body with scant consideration. 
Oh, yes, you feed it, you exercise it, you 
wash it, and you rest it: doubtless you 
give it pretty fair physical treatment, 
and protect it to some extent—even in- 
sure it. But how do you use it? 

What would Mr. Stradivari think if 
you should play a bebop tune on one 
of his rare Cremona creatiors? What 
must our Creator think when He sees 
His priceless workmanship being taken 
to low places where rhythm is used to 
voice foul, sensuous songs, and lewd pic- 
tures are shown to make you entertain 
the Devil’s impure suggestions? “For we 
are his workmanship,” our text Says, 
“created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” This 
priceless creation, the body, is made for 
high, fine service. Its purity must be 
guarded with utmost care. It is de- 
signed to be the abiding place of the 
Holy Spirit. Paul tells the Corinthians: 
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are” (1 Cor. 3:16, 17). 

I saw a dirty, ragged old beggar. He 
was only about 40, but he looked 75. 
His face was haggard, his eyes bleary. 
He had not had a shave in days, nor a 
bath in no-telling-when. He was plead- 
ing for a quarter to buy a sandwich, but 


it all 
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most likely to buy a drink. I happened 
to learn that he was, not many years 
ago, a valuable player on a university 
team, a splendid athlete. What had hap- 
pened to God’s workmanship? A trick- 
ling stream of wine started it, then beer, 
then whiskey, and a raging deluge of 
liquor tore its way through God's work- 
manship, and the temple became a sewer. 

Fellows, guard your soul and body at 
all costs. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


“ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS” 

OW many of you girls read Romans 

12 every morning last week? Good. 
Then by this time you know something 
of the behavior God desires of His chil- 
dren. If Christians always obeyed the 
commands in Romans 12, there would 
be a wonderful testimony of Christlike 
character for the world to see. Why don't 
we? (Isn’t it a very high standard?) 
Yes. In fact the standard is so high it 
is not possible to live up to it except by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Think of 
such verses as, “Bless them which per- 
secute you,” “In honour preferring one 
another,” “Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good.” It may be 
possible to control our outward actions 
by will power, but*‘it is not possible 
to change the attitude of our hearts in 
that way. I know, because I have tried. 
I have said to myself: “You ought not 
to feel. angry with that person. You 
should forgive and forget.” But then the 
old nature rose up and said: “Think 
what a mean thing that was though! It 
was absolutely unfair.” All my resolu- 
tions to feel kind could not quell the tide 
of anger. What can a Christian do under 
such circumstances? He can rejoice in 
some of the wonderful truths found in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians. 

When I was the age of you girls, I 
memorized the Book of Ephesians learn- 
ing a verse or two a day. I used to re- 
view a chapter or two as I walked to 
and from school. One day I was feeling 
discouraged about my Christian life. I 
felt as if I never could do as I ought, nor 
feel as I ought. However, I decided to 
review the first chapter of Ephesians as 
I walked along. That day I realized for 
the first time the connection between the 
last five verses of chapter 1. It is all one 
sentence and that sentence is packed full 
of help for the Christian! 

On that morning walk God showed me 
that all His mighty power is available to 
help the believer live a Christian life. 
Let’s read Ephesians 1:19-23. This is 
part of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian 
Christians, that they may know what is 
the “exceeding greatness” of God’s power 
to us who believe. He says that the great- 
ness of His power toward us is accord- 
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ing to the power with which He raised 
Christ from the dead; and then brought 
Him up to Heaven, “far above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come.” Nor is that all: God’s 
power also “put all things under his 
feet.” What a wonderful thing this is! 
If only we took advantage of this power 
every day so as to really live for Christ, 
how many more people could be blessed 
through us! 

Ephesians 2 reminds me of the large 
banner displayed at The Firs Bible Con- 
ference, which some of you girls have 
seen, “All one in Christ Jesus.” When 
the Lord Jesus came to earth more than 
nineteen hundred years ago, the world 
was torn by conflicting ideas, race pre- 
judices, wars, and all the other things 
which divide men togay. Perhaps the 
greatest barrier between men in those 
days was that between Jews and Gen- 
tiles. They had as little to do with each 
other as possible. They would not even 
eat together. The Jews despised the 
Gentiles and the Gentiles despised the 
Jews. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians was writ- 
ten to the Gentile church at Ephesus. Do 
you remember that in the great riot 
which took place while Paul was there, 
a man named Alexander tried to speak? 
But when the Ephesians realized that 
he was a Jew they would not listen to 
him at all. Instead, they shouted for 
two hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians!” So the Ephesian believers were 
well aware of the prejudice between 
Jews and Gentiles. Now let’s read Ephe- 
sians 2:8-22. reading around the class. 
Notice the great contrast between the 
position of the Ephesian Christians be- 
fore they were saved, and afterward. 
Before, they were aliens and strangers 
to the Jews. But when they were born 
again they became one with the Chris- 
tian Jews. They were all fellow citizens 
and of the same household of God. The 
more closely we walk with the Lord, 
the more completely His mighty power 
will keep us from sin. And the closer 
we are to Him, the closer we will be to 
His people. God grant that the messages 
of the first two chapters of Ephesians 
may be lived out in our lives. 

Today I was to tell you what finally 
brought Allen Gardiner to Christ. When 
he got back to England after his mother’s 
death, he received a letter from a close 
friend of hers giving him all the details 
of his mother’s last illness and death. 
As he read this letter he realized keenly 
that all was well with his mother. She 
was with the Lord, but he was on the 
wrong road. He would never meet her 
in Heaven unless he turned to God. So 
he bought a Bible and with that and this 
letter he sailed once more for South 
America. This time his boat anchored 
off the coast of Chile. Walking through 
the streets of Chile, he was struck with 


‘ 
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the poverty and misery of the people. 
There was fighting, drunkenness, and 
dirt; and Sunday was no different from 
other days, in spite of the gaudy, magnif- 
icent church. 

On that same voyage Gardiner’s vessel 
stopped at the island of Tahiti. The ship 
reached the island on Sunday. To Gar- 
diner’s surprise no natives came out to 
barter with them. Instead, everyone 
seemed to be in church. He went to the 
church and found it full of quiet, happy 
worshipers. These natives had been 
transformed through the true Gospel. 
The religion Gardiner had seen in Chile 
got money from the people but did not 
make them either better or happier. 
Here at Tahiti the missionaries were 
teaching the natives the very Gospel he 
had learned as a boy, and they had be- 
come honest, kindly, and industrious. 
Gardiner definitely decided to accept 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. On his way 
back to England he stopped at Cape 
Town and there he wrote: “The last time 
I visited this colony I was walking in the 
broad way... . Blessed be His name who 
loved me and gave Himself for me, a 
great change has been wrought in my 
heart.” Next time we shall see that his 
conversion wrought a great change in 
his life also. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Nonetheless Sons.—But fellowcitizens 

with the saints, and of the household of 
God (Eph. 2:19, Golden Text). One day 
when I was preaching, I asked my own 
son to stand up. I said: “Robert, stand 
up. Are you my son?” “Yes, sir.” 
“Well,” I said, “Son, you are correct. 
You are my son; but do you always do 
that which is right? Do you not some- 
times do that which is wrong?” “I ex- 
pect I do sometimes.” “Well, when you 
do wrong, you are not my son, are you?” 
“Yes, sir!” “What kind of a son are you 
then?” “A bad one.” “And if you get 
your just deserts, what do you get?” 
(He is so big now that he can kiss me on 
the top of my head, but he knew what 
he used to get.) “Then you are my son 
no matter how you live?” “Yes, sir.” 
“Then you can go and do as you please?” 
His answer was, “No, sir—I do not do as 
I please. I want to live the way you 
want me to live. That is the reason I 
do not always do the way I want to; 
because I had much rather do the way 
you want me to.” Men and women, that 
is the way it is with us in Christ Jesus. 
We have the blessing of sons, and we 
are sons. We are predestinated to the 


adoption of sons, and we enter into it 
when we are born again.—From Dr. R. 
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E. Neighbour, in Moody Church News. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, 
Nebr. 


Get Into the Bucket!—For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God (Eph. 
2:8). It is not what/ do that I trust in, 
but what Christ has done for me. You've 
been down the shaft into the mine, sir; 
this will help me to tell you what I 
mean. For a long time I was trying to 
do what was right—to live as I ought to 
and so was trusting in my own works 
for salvation. But all the while I felt 
as if I was still down at the bottom of 
the shaft; all I could do didn’t get me 
out of the pit. Then God showed me 
that all my righteousness was but filthy 
rags, as the Bible says. But how was I 
to get out of the shaft? Why, at last 
I found that the only way out of the 
deep mine into which sin had brought 
me was to do just as I do when I want 
to get out of the coal mine. To do this 
I have only to get into the bucket when 
it comes down and trust to the men at 
the windlass to draw me out. And so 
I find it about my soul. I can’t draw 
myself out of the pit but I trust in Jesus 
and leave it all to Him.—From D. L. 
Moody. Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, 
Deer Creek, IIl. 


That God May Have All the Glory.— 
Not of works, lest any man should boast 
(Eph. 2:9). “I am by birth,” said a con- 
verted Hindu, when addressing a num- 
ber of his countrymen, “of an insignifi- 
cant and contemptible caste, so low, that 
if a Brahman should chance to touch me, 
he must go and bathe in the Ganges for 
the purpose of purification; and yet God 
has been pleased to call me not only to 
a knowledge of the Gospel but to the 
high privilege of teaching it to others. 
My friends, do you know the reason for 
God's conduct? It is this: if God had 
selected a learned Brahman and made 
him the preacher, bystanders might have 
said it was the amazing learning of the 
Brahman and his great weight of char- 
acter that made him a fruitful soul- 
winner. But now, when anyone is con- 
vinced by my instrumentality, no one 
thinks of ascribing praise to me; and God, 
as is His due, has all the glory.”—From 
Tom Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


The Effectiveness of the Blood.—But 
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ (Eph. 2:13). Many years ago 
David Cook, the great English Baptist 
preacher, attended a convocation of reli- 
gions in Chicago. Before the assembled 
delegates df the various religions of the 
world, he presented the case of Chris- 
tianity. He did it by presenting a pan- 
tomime of Lady Macbeth attempting to 
wash from her fingers the blood of her 
victim. Upon concluding the panto- 
mime, he turned to these various rep- 
resentatives of world religions seated on 
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the platform and said, “Have you any- 
thing in your religion that will wash 
the blood from the hands of Lady Mac- 
beth?” Their answer was “No!” “Then,” 
said he, “herein I declare the supremacy 
of Christ.” It is in this that we as Chris- 
tians can boast. The blood of Jesus 
Christ still cleanses from all sin. This 
is the best answer to the infidelity of our 
age. You can deny any and all of the 
Gospel account if you so desire, but you 
cannot deny the effectiveness of the 
blood of Christ as it operates in the lives 
of men.—From Dr. T. T. Shields, in the 
Christian Beacon. Sent by W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration. 


“Once It Was the Blessing, Now It Is 
the Lord.”—He is our peace (Eph. 2:14). 
One man said to another, “I’m glad to 
say that I have got peace with God at 
last—I’'ve taken Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour.” Said the other, “I’ve got some- 
thing better than that—I have the God 
of peace."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Members One of Another.—In whom 
all the building fitly framed together 
groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord (Eph. 2:21). While I was busily 
engaged chiseling out a toy, the instru- 
ment slipped, causing a serious wound in 
my left hand. One sharp cry of pain 
brought to my side my dear mother. 
But, quickly though she came, my own 
right hand was there ahead of her. Now 
God does not compare the relationship 
of saint to saint merely to a near earthly 


relationship. Their union is much 
closer than that. They are “members 
one of another” (Eph. 4:25). What was 


it that brought my right hand so swiftly 
to the aid of my injured left? It was 
that every sensation of the one is the 
sensation of the other: every injury to a 
member is an injury to the body; every 
pang felt in any part awakens a sym- 
pathetic response throughout the whole 
system. How much does our care for 
fellow members of the Body of Christ 
correspond to all this?—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


When Christ Is in the Right Place.— 
In whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit (Eph. 2:22). A father, reading 
his Sunday paper and wishing not to be 
disturbed by his little girl, cut up a map 
of the world, gave it to her, and told her 
to put it together. After awhile she re- 
turned with it and every piece was in 
its place. The father was very much 
surprised and said: “Why, how did you 
do it, darling? You don’t know any- 
thing about geography.” The little one 
replied, “There was a picture of Jesus on 
the other side, and I knew when I had 
Jesus in the right place, the whole world 
would be all right."—From Eight Bells, 
Haven of Rest. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 











Lesson for July 19 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Fellow Citizens of God’s Kingdom 

(Eph, 2:8-10, 13, 17-22) 
| ig ONE of the pupils has a birthday 
near the date of the lesson, discuss 
gifts received or hoped for. Some boys 
and girls have two birthdays! Here is 
a box (wrapped) to picture to us what 
God on Birthday Number Two. 
You birthdays for our physical 
life are going to last only seventy or 
maybe a hundred years. Then what? 
The dead body is put into the ground. 
The spirit, because of sin, even a little 
sin, cannot go to Heaven‘ or be near the 
holy God. It is sent away into darkness 
and sorrow, to punishment and hell. We 


gives 


know 


cannot undo single one of those sins 
that make this happen! What would we 
ever do if it were not for our loving 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus! He took those 
sins of ours and died for them on the 
cross. The minute you see Jesus did 
this for you, things happen! There’s a 


new birthday, a new life God puts into 
your spirit or heart. And here are pic- 
tured some of the birthday presents for 
your new life from your new Father, 
God. 

If some pupil has more recently than 
the others accepted Christ as Saviour, 
select him to open the box. (1) A white 
paper heart. This pictures forgiveness of 


sins. so now you are safe from death and 
hell. (2) Picture of man. You have a 
new Father, but you cannot see Him, 


because He is a Heavenly Father. (3) 
Picture of boy and girl. You are in a 
new family, too, God’s family. So you 
have many new brothers and sisters, big 
and little, black and white, red and yel- 
low, everyone real Christian. 
What a family—the Bible calls it a king- 
dom! (4) Picture of home. Heaven is 
your lovely new home, to live in some 
day when you move out of your body 
house. (5) Circle of gold paper with 
the center cut out to form a gold ring. 
Round and round. No end. Like eter- 
nal life, glorious, happy life with God 
in Heaven forever, and ever, and ever! 
. My, what wonderful gifts! 


who is a 


You don’t suppose Paul sent us a birth- 
day card, do you? Have someone look 
in the mailbox in which pupils mailed 
their letters for Paul. Why, this explains 


God's gift we just opened! {Happy 
birthday! It is a gift that you are saved 
when you believe. You cannot do it 


yourself: it is a present from God. You 
cannot earn it; so no one can brag as if 
he deserved it.” Paul’s birthday wish 
for us is that we should do good things, 
not bad. “God made us new in Christ 
Jesus to do good things. God has them 
all ready for us to do.” Some of you 
were born in Christian families; some 
have just started Sunday school. Does 
it make any difference whether you are 
six years old from your Second Birth- 
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“You who were far 
have been brought 
When He 


day, or one week? 
off from God before 
near now by Christ's blood 





came, He announced good news to you 
who were far off, and good news to those 
who were near—good news that every- 
thing has been made right with God. 
Because of Jesus, both of us can go in 
one Spirit to the Father. So then you 
are no longer strangers and outsiders. 
but belong with the Christians in the 


family of God.” Illustrate the next by 
a blackboard drawing of with 
names, forming a wall. “As in a build- 
ing, you are put as one of the stones on 
the foundation of the apostles and proph- 
ets, with Jesus Christ Himself the corner 
foundation stone. The whole building is 
joined together with Him, and is making 
a holy Temple. You, too, are built into it 
along with the rest to make a place for 
God to live in Spirit. Your older brother 
Paul.” God's building is not finished yet. 
You might be built into it today 
Second Birthday! 


stones 


your 


“There is one God and Father 
of all” (Eph. 4:4, 6, Memory Verse). 
Orono, MAINE. . 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD knows everything! When He 
created Adam and Eve, He made 
them absolutely perfect. But He knew 
that it would not be long before each 
of them would want his own way (Gen 


3:17). And wanting one’s own way in- 
stead of wanting God's way is sin (Isa. 
14:12-14). Because God knew that all 


men who would live on the earth (ex- 
cept His own Son) would sin, because 
God is holy, because God hates sin, He 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 588) 


1. In prison in Rome (Eph. 3:1; 4:1). 
2. “In Christ,” or “in him” (1:8, 4, 10, 
11, 13; 2:6, 10, 13, 15, 21, 22, and so forth). 

3. The doctrine of the Church 

4. The body (1:23). the building (2: 
20-22), the bride (5: 25-27). 

5. The universal rift (1:9, 10), and the 
rift between Jew and Gentile (2: 14-16) 

6. In Christ (1:10), by the Cross (2: 
16). 

7. They have no part in securing sal- 
vation, but are the assured product of 
salvation (2:9, 10). 

8. When both Jew and Gentile are 
reconciled to God by the Cross of Christ, 
they will be reconciled to each other. 

9. The Law and ordinances which con- 


stituted the privilege of the Jew and 
shut out the Gentile (2:12, 15) 
10. We have our access to the Father, 


through ‘the Son, in the Spirit (Gr.). 
ELMHuvrRSsT, ILL. 
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prepared a way for all people every- 
where to have their sins forgiven (Rev. 
13:8). 

God's plan for having sins forgiven is 
this: (1) He sent His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to live a perfect life and 
then to die on the cross—not for His sins 
(He had none! 1 Pet. 2:20-22), but for 
the sins of the world (1 John 2:2). (2) 
God wants each person to believe that 
the Lord Jesus is His Son and that He 
died for his sins (John 3:16, 18, 36; 5:24). 
Believing is another word for faith (Eph. 
2:8). 

Since it is the true and living God 
who has made Heaven (as well as earth), 
He is the one who determines jhow a 
person is to get to Heaven. He could 
have decided that receiving eternal life 
is made possible some other way. For 
example, God could have planned that 
everyone who always made the honor 
roll in school, or who got 100% in all 
tests, would be assured of getting to 
Heaven. Or He could have planned that 
everyone who goes to school would have 
their sins forgiven. Would that be fair? 
No, indeed, it would not! How would 
you like to be kept out of Heaven for 
not getting 100% in a test? And think 
of the many children who cannot go to 
school because they are not well enough 
or because there are no schools for them 
to go to God have said that 
everyone who goes to church would get 


might 


to Heaven. Think of the many sick 
people and the very old people who 
simply cannot get to church. Wouldn't 


it be terrible if they could not have their 
sins forgiven and be assured of going to 
Heaven because they cannot go to 
church? Suppose God had decided that 
in order to have sins forgiven, a person 
had to pay $1,000 a year to Him. How 


would you like that? Could you get to 
Heaven if you had to pay that much 
money? Of course vou could not. Sup- 


pose God had determined that anyone 
who is twelve years old can go to 
Heaven. Would you like that? Suppose 
vou only lived to be eleven years old. 
What then? 

Because God knew all of these things, 
He planned the most simple way of get- 
ting to Heaven—the one way in which 
everyone everywhere could have their 
sins forgiven. He says ‘that a person 
must believe that the Lord Jesus is God's 
Son, believe that He died for the sin of 
the world, believe that He died for me— 
that He would have died for me if I were 
the only sinner who ever lived. How 
much money must a person have in order 
to believe? None! How often does a 
person have to go to church in order to 
believe? Not once! Does going to school 
help a person to believe? No, it does not! 
Do you have to wait until you're a cer- 
tain age before you can believe? Of 
course not. 

Believing—or having faith—is the very 
easiest thing in the whole world. Any- 
one anywhere can believe. Because God 
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created us, He knows that we can be- 
lieve. And He wants all people to be- 
lieve that His gift is eternal life (Rom. 
6:23; John 20:31) through the Lord Jesus 
Christ (2 Cor. 9:15). We cannot receive 
His gift by going to school, or getting 
good marks, or attending church, or by 
paying money, or by any kind of good 
works (Eph. 2:9). We receive it by 
believing. 

After we have believed, however, our 
good works are very important (Eph. 
2:10; Col. 1:10). As a matter of fact, 
when we have believed on the Lord 
Jesus we want to do good works and 
serve Him (Matt. 7:17, 20). We want 
to get good marks in school, we want 
to go to church, we want to give our 
money to the Lord. And, of course, we 
want to tell others about Him. 


A little Chinese girl who had received 


the Lord Jesus as her Saviour received 
a five-cent piece. It was the very first 
time she had ever had any “money at all. 
For a long time she thought about how 
she would spend her money. Finally she 
made the great decision. She gave it all 
to God. Did this fit her for Heaven by 
giving her eternal life? Not at all! She 
had already believed on the Lord Jesus 
and received eternal life. Now she gave 
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everything she had to Him. Why? Be- 
cause she loved Him and she knew that 
by giving her gift to Him, others would 
come to know Him. too. 
How much do you love Him? 
LANCASTER, PA. 
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Children at Home 
A New Healer 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


AM DAS was too sick to care what 

his father and mother were talking 
about, yet he could hear a little of what 
they were saying. 

“Perhaps we should change his name,” 
suggested his mother Viro. 

“Well said, and we shall dress him 
like a girl, too,” agreed Dina Nath, his 
father. “If the gods think he is a girl, 
the Evil Eye will perhaps not bother 
to trouble him.” 

“Without doubt this sickness is be- 
cause of the Evil Eye,” said Viro. “How 
his fever burns! Is there nothing more 
we can do for him? Perhaps, if you 
should take him to the priest in the 
temple by the pipal tree—” 


July 4, 1953 


“Shall I take him to every priest in 
India?” broke in Dina Nath. “To how 
many priests have I taken him? It is 
the same story—money, money. How 
many rupees have they demanded of me 
before they would write the charms? 
And which of those charms has done 
the boy any good? Not one. Of course 
there is yet one thing. We might take 
the boy to Benares, the holy city. There, 
bathing in the sacred Rivef Ganges, 
healing might come.” 

“True. I remember my youngest sis- 
ter’s husband’s cousin took their son to 
Benares, and, through the blessing of 
the gods, he was healed. But the jour- 
ney is so long!” Viro sighed as she spoke. 

“No journey is too long, if only our 
son may be cured. The fever is eating 
him up. We have tried everything: 
charms from the priests, medicine from 
the hakim in the bazaar—” 

“Herb teas brewed by all the grand- 
mothers in our street,” Viro added. 
“Nothing has helped, nothing.” 

“We will go to Benares,” decided Dina 
Nath. “Make ready, mother of my son, 
and we shall start. Early this morning 
I sneezed once, no more, and looking at 
the east wall, saw a lizard there—both 
good omens for the day.” 

















THE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TOUR 














Last summer's party on the S. S. Chilcotin in the Inland Wateruays 


Another cruise to Alaska will be made in the summer of 1953. 
stone Park; Seattle, Washington; Victoria and Vancouver, B. C.; Portland, Oregon; San Francisco; 
Big Trees of California; Yosemite Park; Los Angeles; Grand Canyon. There is still time to 
register. For information write 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Itinerary includes Yellow- 
































Lesson for July 19 


“TI, too, began the day well,” said Viro. 
“When the child called at early dawn, 
and I rose to serve him, two Brahmans 
passed the house; yes, and one of them 
rode a horse.” 

“How fortunate! Everyone knows 
that to see a horse or two Brahmans 
in the early morning are both lucky 
signs,” agreed Dina Nath, happily. “Our 
journey will be successful. Patience, 
little son. The gods will yet be kind to 
us. My heart is lifted up!” 

Benares, the sacred city, was indeed 
a long way from Ram Das's village home. 
Even to the railroad station where they 
could get a train was a long walk. Down 
the hot, dusty road they trudged, Dina 
Nath and Viro, with Ram Das carried 
in his father’s arms 

Finally they were seated in the dirty, 
crowded, third class compartment of the 
Inflia train. It was very hot, and Ram 
Das was very tired. 

“Water, water!” he begged. 

“Patience, little son. Here is water 
—drink.” Dina Nath held the cup to his 
son’s lips, then, turning to the crowd, 
he said, “The child is sick. Is there any- 
one here who, with a heart of kindness, 
will make room for him to lie down?” 

“Here, brother,” a man’s voice an- 
swered, “we can make room for him 
here Do you travel far?” 

—_ Benares,” replied Dina Nath. “We 
go to find healing for the child, if the 
gods will.” 

Everyone was full of sympathy. “Has 
the child been sick long? Have you got 
a charm for him? Have you visited the 
priest, or a hakim? Perhaps a few 
cardamom seeds—” There were many 
questions and suggestions. 

We have done everything,” said Dina 
Nath. “Now we go to Benares, to bathe 
in the sacred waters of the Ganges.” 

“May the gods look on your son in 
compassion!” said several of the pas- 
sengers. 

“Brother,” said the man who had made 
room for Ram Das, “have you heard of 
the Great Healer, our Lord Jesus?” 

“No, who may He be?” 

“May I tell you about Him? Here, 
in this book, is the record of His life 


. among men, of how He went about do- 


ing good, and healing the sick.” 

“By all means, tell,” answered Dina 
Nath. 

It was a wonderful story that was told, 
of a man named Jesus, who made the 
lame walk, and the blind see, who 
touched lepers, healing them. Some- 
times He even made dead people alive 
again. There was one little girl who 
was raised from the dead. 

“What a healer!” exclaimed Dina Nath 
in astonishment “Where can He be 
found?” 

“Yes,” said Viro, “let us take our son 
to this Healer.” 

“The Lord Jesus no longer walks on 
earth, as He once did. He died and rose 
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again, and is in Heaven, where, for those 
who believe in Him, He has prepared 
a Home. But He has many followers, 
some of whom are healers, and serve in 
His name. They have helped many. 
They might be. able to help your son.” 

“Where, oh, where, are such to be 
found?” asked Dina Nath. 

“Long before we reach Benares we 
come to my city, where there is such a 
place of healing. If you stop with me 
there, I will direct you to the place.” 

“Are you sure they can cure my son?” 
asked Dina Nath. 

“No, I can promise nothing, except that 
they will treat you kindly, and try to 
help. But this I do know: they cando more 
than much bathing in the Ganges will 
do for your boy. Is not the Ganges but 
a river? How can the dirty water of a 
river cure a child so sick as yours?” 

“Father of my son,” begged Viro, “let 
us stop. How do we know the child will 
live to reach Benares?” 

So it was that Ram Das and his mother 
and father came to a Christian hospital. 
What the man on the train had said they 
found to be true—here they met only 
with kindness. 

“We will indeed do our best to help 
your son,” the doctor promised. “All 
that is done here is done in the name of 
the Great Physician, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

There was that name again—Jesus, 
the Healer. As the days passed, and 
Ram Das grew stronger, he heard more 
and more about Him. 

“That Healer, the Jesus of whom they 
speak,” he told his father, “is not like 
our priests. He did not write charms, 
nor ask money.” 

“T, too, have seen that,” his father 
agreed. “And these people, who walk 
in His way, say: there is no value. in 
charms, nor do they demand money. If 
any can pay, they pay, but all are treated 
alike, rich and poor, and none is turned 
away.” 

“They say no one need fear the Evil 
Eye,” said Viro, “that those who trust 
their Jesus will be kept in His care.” 

“And He cares even for children,” 
said Ram Das. “One of the nurses taught 
me this. She said that their Jesus said 
it: ‘Suffer little children ... to come 
unto me: for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.’” 

His mother added: “And the woman 
who shows pictures and tells stories 
about the Healer taught us this: ‘Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’ 
What sweet words!” 

“True. And have we not found rest 
here?” asked Dina Nath. “Our son is 
nearly well, our fears are taken away, 
and there is such peace in my heart 
as I have never known. Can the way 
of these people be the right way?” 

“It is a good way,” said Ram Das hap- 
pily. “I love this Jesus, whom they call 
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. YOU MAKE $50.00 


| 
for selling 100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- | 
ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent oppor- 

tunity for yourself, club, or organization. Other ] 
fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. | 


ROBINSON CARDS 
{ DEPT. N-6 CLINTON, MASS. 





SU nbreakable 


to look like gla 
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SPECIAL OFF 








SB 167 
$1.25 Doz. 


Sudbuiy 


BRASS GOODS“CO. 


} 
Y Mail $1.00 for trial lot of 


one dozen sent postpaul 


55 Sudbury St., Boston 





A THRILLING WEEK WITH THE 
PropueTic WORD 


Plan Your Summer 










TO INCLUDE 
Annual Bible Conference 
on Prophecy and the Jew 


Dr. Hymon J. Ap 
pelmon, Rev. T. M 
Bomber, Dr. Pov! 
Boumon, Rev. Sole- 











HEAR these celebrated 


prophetic scholors 











Aug. 30 - Sept. 7 


WINONA LAKE, 
INDIANA 

Or Herbert Lockyer, 

A. 8 


PLAN NOW TO ATTEND! Sr., 
Palmer Muntz, Note 


For Full Information 
write: i i aa 
€&. Tulge, Judge 
W R. Weolloce 
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM 
Winona Lake, Indiana 





Culbertson, Rev 
Theodore Elsner, Dr 
V.8. Edmen. George 
Moyes, Jr., Or. Peter 
Hoogendom. Or 
lewis J. Julionel, 


















Dept. S 














Shelton College 


offers you an education founded upon 
the Bible as the infallible Word of 
God, the basis of all the best in the 
Americari Way of Life. 


Write for a 
Catalog to 


Shelton (College 


Skylands 
RINGWOOD BOROUGH 
New Jersey 


Training Christian Warriors for 
the Twentieth Century Reformation 
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Camps and Conferences 





VACATION 
In the Cascade Mountains 


A Christian resort. Worship, rest, fish, hike, 
swim, play. Write for information 
Garland Mineral Springs Retort and Camp 
Rev. Cameron A. Sharpe, Manager 
Index, Washington 





“A Bible Camp for the Whole Family” 


GITCHE GUMEE 


“On the shores of Lake Superior” 
July 12 to August 29 
A time of refreshing, both physically and _ spirit- 
ually, in Michigan’s beautiful Hiawatha-land. 
Write to: 


Rev. John J. Rader, Eagle River, Michigan 





“The place to be in "53 
is Harvey Cedars by the Sea” 


Harvey Cedars Bible Conference 
JUNE 29 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 7 


This summer enjoy a cool, delightful seashore va- 
cation while receiving spiritual blessings under the 
ministry of men of God who know and love the 
Word of God. Write for information: Director 
Al Oldham, P. O. Box 218-T, Collingswood, N. J. 





North Mountain Bible Conference 


Red Rock, Pa. ‘Near Wilkes-Barre) 
Plan now to vacation in the beautiful pine-scented 
forests of Eastern Pennsylvania 
A spiritual blessing awaits you! 
For folder, write: 
ROBERT W. LANCASTER 
Box 22 Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 





Penn Grove Summer Bible Center 


near Hanover, Pa. 
Camps and Conferences for all ages 
July 1 to September 7 
Splendid programs, beautiful wooded area, excel- 
lent meals, modern facilities. New large artificial 
lake. Write for folder: 
York, Pa. 


Rev. Ralph E. Boyer P. O. Box 1 





Stony Brook’s 44th 
Annual Conferences 
Stony Brook Y. P. Conference July 11 to 18 
General Bible Conference July 25 to Aug. 1 
For other conferences and folder, write to: 
JAMES E. HILL, Bus. Mgr., Stony Brook Assembly 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 





Tri-State Bible Conference 


(New Management Since 1949) 
“A vacation apart from the world” 
Write for illustrated folder 
Rev. F. Leon Taccart, Director 
TRI-STATE BIBLE CONFERENCE 
R. R. 1, Port Jervis, N. Y. Dept. T 
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Saviour. I want to hear more about 
Him.” 

“Listen, then, little son,” said Dina 
Nath. “Your mother and I will listen, 
too.” 

NEw WILMINGTON, Pa. 


Assignments for Adult Classes 
(Continued from page 585) 


“key word” method. Each pupil thinks 
of the key word as he reads the lesson 
and mentions it in class. In the first 
chapter of John you might have the fol- 
lowing given: “follow” (v. 43); “re- 
ceived” (v. 12); “witness” (v. 15); 
“findeth” (v. 41); and “believe” (v. 50). 
The key words can be listed on the 
blackboard and a vote taken to see 
which word ranks the highest in the 
class. This will give your pupils a 
good opportunity to take part in the 
class lesson. The key verse in the same 
manner. 

There is also the “first impression” 
method for use in assignments. Ask 
pupils to relate their first impression of 
the Scripture verses read. 

Pupil participation in class makes for 
a stronger class, and should be encour- 
aged through assignments in the man- 
ner just mentioned. Why not give this 
method of teaching a chance? 

SALEM, OREG. 


oe 
ve 


Welcome Smoke at Providence 
Bible Institute 


HE mortgage on the Providence Bible 

Institute’s “Million Dollar Campus,” 
the former Barrington estate of Freder- 
ick S. Peck, was recently burned to 
ashes. The ceremony was marked by 
a festival of song and Memorial Day 
services, which were attended by more 
than 4,000. President Howard W. Ferrin, 
and Trustees Roscoe W. Phillips, John 
Bolten, John W. Woodward, and Philip 
Walker took part: and Carlton Booth, 
head of the School of Music, led in the 
singing of the doxology. 

Many readers will remember the re- 
markable circumstances of the purchase 
of the property (April 7, 1951). It was 
secured by the Institute by a bid of 
$331,001, as against $331,000, which had 
been offered by the Roman Catholic Or- 
der of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart. 
The Barrington campus comprises 110 
acres and eleven buildings. The Insti- 
tute still also occupies its headquarters 
at 100 State St., Providence, R. I. 


we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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A Bible Lands Trip 
Early in 1954 


R. JOSEPH FREE, professor of 

Archaeology at Wheaton College 
and Archaeological Editor of THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times, has announced that 
the Eighth Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise 
will sail from New York the middle of 
February, 1954. As in past years, the trip 
will last six weeks and will include the 
places of significance in the various 
Bible lands, with sightseeing in both 
Arab and Israeli Palestine. 

Dr. and Mrs. Free have just returned 
to America from their season of exca- 
vating at the Biblical site of ancient 
Dothan, 60 miles north of Jerusalem, 
and are now working on the details of 
next year’s cruise. 

The Wheaton Bible Lands Cruises are 
made up of Christians of all ages.. For 
descriptive bulletin, write to Dr. Joseph 
Free, Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise. 
Dept. T-7, Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Ill. 
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“Is Your Whole Family Saved?” 


VER thirty years ago the Rev. B. 

Davidson, founder and director of 
the Ceylon and: India General Mission, 
spoke on family salvation at a Monday 
prayer meeting at THE SuNpDAY ScHOOI 
Times. His message was reprinted as an 
editorial in the Trmes, April 17, 1920. 
with a note saying, “That message re- 
sulted in such a blessing to those who 
heard it that Mr. Davidson was asked 
to share it in this way with the whole 
Times family.” 

The Great Commission Prayer League 
of Chicago, of which Dr. Ernest M. 
Wadsworth is director, has recently is- 
sued a new edition of the pamphlet con- 
taining this message. “Every Christian 
and Christian worker at home and 
abroad,” says the League, “should be 
urged to read this encouraging message. 

In most families today there are 
unsaved loved ones. Will you not pass 
this faith-inspiring leaflet on to Chris- 
tian friends and relatives? The Great 
Commission Prayer League as a league 
of praying people, seeking by all pos- 
sible means to carry out the great com- 
mission (Mark 16:15), stands ready to 
assist in prayer for the salvation of your 
loved ones, and, as the Lord provides 
the funds, supply you with these leaf- 
ets.” 

Copies of the leaflet, entitled, “Is Your 
Whole Family Saved?” may be had free, 
provided they will be thoughtfully dis- 
tributed and without waste. (It should 
be noted that the League is supported 
by voluntary contributions, and in recent 
months the needed funds have been far 
in arrears.) Write to the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago 10. 
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Lesson for July 19 


Teaching Aviation 
to Missionary Candidates 


HE modern missionary has added 
such technical help as the two-way 
radio, the airplane, and the camera to 
his weapons of Christian warfare. The 
standard equipment is, of course, the 
Bible and deep faith. 
Keeping abreast of the times, the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago is 
teaching students not only the Bible, 
but how to fly and to keep a plane in 
good flying condition; how to handle all 
kinds of photography equipment; how 
to set up, run, and maintain a two-way 
radio system. 

In June ten young men graduated from 
the Moody Bible Institute missionary 
technical course. These missionary tech- 
nicians hope to blaze new trails for 
Christ all over the world, and that is 
what their practical, rigorous training 
at MBI has prepared them for. 


4 
With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 





ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 


than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 

tional; and with each order of $3 or 

over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Light In the West. By F. F. Bruce. 
(Paternoster Press, London, E. C. 4; may 
be had from Christian Evidence League, 


P. O. Box 277, Malverne, N. Y., $1.50.) 
The four centuries from the accession 


of Constantine to the conversion of the 
English is the scope of this final volume 
in a trilogy on church history written 
by the head of the Department of Bib- 
lical History and Literature at the Uni- 
versity of Sheffield. The book, though 
small, as church histories go, offers a 
wealth of enlightening information. In 
it appear the stories of Constantine and 
Christianity, the council of Nicaea and 
theological disputes, the decline of Rome, 
the evangelizing of the British Isles, 
accompanied by studies of Chrysostom, 
Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine, and Leo 
the Great, the development of monasti- 
cism, and the spread of the Gospel in 
Ireland (largely the story of Patrick). 
Half the volume is given to the history 
of British Christianity, and it will be of 
particular interest and help to anyone 
who is specializing in that field of study. 
The companion volumes are “The Dawn 
of Christianity” and “The Growing Day.” 


An Introduction to Psychology. By 
Hildreth Cross. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $4.95.) The 
author, in a well-written book, covers the 
subjects usually included in a college text 
on psychology: definitions, history, the 
human organism, and its reactions. How- 
ever, being a Christian, he has endeav- 
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ored to orient his work along the lines 
of Scriptural teaching. A concluding 
chapter, “The Dynamic Christian Per- 
sonality,” aims to show how fully the 
Gospel meets the needs of human per- 
sonality. The volume is well docu- 
mented and indexed. Difficult words are 
defined in a glossary of some fifteen 
pages. 

It is evident that Dr. Cross is blazing 
a trail in distinctively Christian psychol- 
ogy: one must conclude that this is a 
field all too ignored by Christians today. 
Almost all of the authorities cited are 
unbelieving scholars, and the author has 
been forced to gather from these godless 
sources as much valuable material as he 
could. It is to be hoped that others will 
join our pioneering author in this task, 
and the outlook is bright if the present 
volume is an indication of what careful 
Christian scholarship will do. 


77 Parable Talks to Young Falks. By 
John Henry Sargent. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston 16; $2.) Mr. Sargent has written 
another book for use in homes, Sunday 
schools, and young people’s societies, 
with very practical suggestions and ex- 
hortations toward consistent behavior 
and attitudes for those who would fol- 
low Jesus as a Master and example. It 
is full of good advice, but one regrets 
that the Good News of how we are rec- 
onciled to God through the atoning sac- 
rifice of the Lord Jesus Christ is entirely 
lacking. Christ is never given His full 
name, and the necessity of the forgive- 
ness of sin, so important in working 
with young people, is left out. There 
are excellent selections of Scripture to 
accompany each parable, but the com- 
ments seem to be inconsistent with Bible 
truth. A teacher who is well grounded 
in evangelical truth may find some real 
help in these parables, but other truth 
as to salvation in Christ would have to 


be presented to give a saving Bible mes- _ 


Sage. 


Which Version? By the Faculty of 
Grace Theological Seminary. (From the 
Seminary, Winona Lake, Ind., 15 cents a 
copy, 8 copies for $1.) In this 40-page 
booklet are brought together critical 
articles on the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible by eleven professors at a 
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KOREA needs gospels 


President Syngman Rhee pleads for 
Scripture portions for his stricken people. 
Distribution of Korean Gospels of John is being 
carried on as intensively os Christian concern 
here in America makes it possible. 
PTL workers report the most remorkable 
response in ell their experience. 
Our goal is 2 million in 1953 Corry 
this on your heart and in your 
prayers. Write for a free 
copy of our Quarterly 
mogazine 
















ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


The POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 


156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y.. 













COULSON SHEPHERD, pirector MESSAGE TO 


» 
EACH WEEK the MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts 
the Gospel to thousands of Jewish people who 
could be reached in no other way. Hundreds 


write for Prophecy Edition New Testaments and many find 
Christ as Saviour. We reach them where they are! 

More than 50 U. S. outlets from coast to coast 

carry ovr program. Also HCJB, Quito, 
DZAS, Manila, P.1.; and TGNA, Guatemala, 
C.A., powerful short wave stations with world- 
wide coverage. 


$.A.; 








Send for free copy of quarterly 
te learn more about this thrilling 
ministry. We covet your prayerful 
support. 
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well-known, thoroughly sound seminary. 
Their statements are well-balanced, 
scholarly, and supported by quotations 
from other writings of the translators, 
from the new version itself, and com- 
parisons of this with the A.S.V. and 
K.J.V. 

The booklet deals with the theological 
bias of the translators, their attitude 
toward the Bible, inconsistencies and 
inaccuracies, the Virgin Birth in the 
R.S.V., Christ’s deity in the R.S.V. Old and 
New Testaments, and examples of how 
the new version wrests Scripture. 
Finally, its practical aspects are dis- 
eussed, and the writer shows that it 
“is bound to cause confusion in many 
minds,” and result in “a lack of zeal for 
the memorization of the precious prom- 
ises of God’s Word.” 

The fact that this booklet has only 
recently appeared is perhaps in its favor, 
for the writers have taken time to study 
the R.S.V. carefully, to weigh its good 
and bad points, and to allow time for 
their own thoughts to mature. This will 
be of great value to those who really 
want to get a clear picture of the weak- 
nesses and dangers of the R.S.V. 


Lovely Song of the Bridegroom and 
the Bride. By Bessie Viola Swam. (May 


be had from the author, 3505 Roland 
Ave., Baltimore 11; $1.75, cloth; $1.25, 
paper.) Most unusual in interpretation 


is this allegorical and spiritual story 
based partly upon the Song of Solomon. 
The purpose of the young king Solomon 








Po a ee, 





FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 
Available to Students, Teachers, Christian 
Workers and Missionaries at 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
Write Today for FREE Literature 
Accordion Manufacturers & Wholesalers Outlet 
Dept. ST, 2003 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bibie teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
Prayer helpers urgentiy needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 


T +] al ~ 
KING’S PRESS 
Christian publishing concern engaged in 
supplying missions with translated literature, 
needs additional workers. Type compositors, 
platin pressmen, offset layout personnel, off- 
set pressmen, bindery workers. Write for 
details. KING’S PRESS 
Seattle 33, Washington 











King’s Garden - - 








° New Opportunity to give 
them a gospel witness by 


, ge trained personal workers 
also in the service. 

Y Wen THE LORD IS GREATLY 

BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 


Send 25c for a sample and outline. 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND BOX 888 AKRON 9, OHIO 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to be true to the God of his father is 
well portrayed, and many of his royal 
speeches embody large portions of the 
Book of Proverbs. Then follows the 
story of his spiritual lapse and his un- 
happy home life as he becomes enamored 
with the heathen daughters of neighbor- 
ing kings. The author pictures in con- 
trast the pure love of the Great Shep- 
herd for His beloved, the Shulamite, 
and her love and longing for communion 
with Him, and describes her as stead- 
fastly rejecting the attempts of Solomon, 
her royal suitor, to win her affection. 
A free translation ’is given to the mean- 
ing of the words and phrases in the 
“Song,” and it is linked up with many 
Old and New Testament passages and 
snatches of hymns. The writing is 
deeply devotional in spirit, and is inter- 
spersed throughout with numerous re- 
lated Scripture passages. 


we 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 19 
3. Meet Dorcas, the Worker 
(Acts 9:36-42) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 

OT all of us are placed in the 

Christian life where great courage 
or deeds of patriotism may be displayed. 
For our encouragement, the Bible gives 
considerable emphasis to ordinary men 
and women like ourselves, whose faith- 
fulness and good works are shown to 
be just as praiseworthy as the more 
spectacular deeds of the few. The third 
in the series of four Bible personalities 
we are considering is such an one—a 
woman who is commended for her “good 
works and almsdeeds.” 


Notice that it is first said of Dorcas, 
or Tabitha as her name is given in its 
Aramaic form, that she was a “dis- 
ciple” (v. 36). Her good deeds were 
the outflow of a heart that was full of 
love and devotion to Christ. She was 
“saved to serve,” and was not trying to 
win salvation or establish her own 
righteousness by good works, as so 
many foolishly try to do. Good works 
are, in themselves, always commend- 
able, but: they can never be accepted by 
God as a payment for salvation, or as 
a substitute for the sacrifice He’ has pro- 
vided for sin and uncleanness. In com- 
parison to His perfect substitute, the 
Lord Jesus, our good works and right- 
eousness are as “filthy rags” (Isa. 64: 
6; Titus 3:5, 6; Rom. 10:3). 

D4 

Then it is said of Dorcas that she was 
“full of good works.” Most of us find 
time and energy for some Christian 
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service, and all too often we are tempted 
to think that God is in our debt for 
what little we do for Him. But Dorcas 
was full of doing loving deeds for 
Christ’s sake. She was “always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 
15:58). It is easy to be full of good 
words, but not many can honestly claim 
to be full of good works. 

And Dorcas’s efforts were not directed 
toward those from whom she might ex- 
pect a reward, but to the poor and 
widows for whom she made “coats and 
garments” (v. 39). She exemplified the 
Lord’s admonition in Luke 6:30-36 to 
“do good, ... hoping for nothing again.” 


Finally, notice that Dorcas gave not 
only of her substance to the poor and 
needy but of herself as well. The fact 
that she had money to give liberally 
suggests that she had some wealth. She 
was not satisfied, however, merely to 
give alms, she labored with her own 
hands making coats and garments (v. 
39) for those who had need. How easy 
it is for some to give a coin and how 
difficult to give in effort and service 
and love. Lowell reminds us in his 
“Vision of Sir Launfal”: 

Not what we give, but what we share,— 

For the gift without the gwer is bare: 

Who gives himself with his alms feeds 

three,— 

Himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me. 


Dorcas’s reward for faithful work for 
Christ’s sake, like the reward of every 
true servant of Christ, was the oppor- 
tunity for more and greater service 
(Luke 19:12-26). The importunity of 
those she had helped and_ blessed 
brought the Apostle Peter to Joppa and 
Dorcas was raised from death to con- 
tinue her work. As a result of her res- 
urrection, “many believed in the Lord” 
(v. 42). It is no small tribute to her 
that Christian sewing circles the world 
over today are named “Dorcas societies.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Does God Hear Sinners? 
(Continued from second page) 


is moved with compassion toward them, 
and His arm is moved in response to 
humble, sincere cries for help in accord- 
ance with His will. Much depends on 
the attitude of the one praying. “The 
Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 
16:7). 

The Scripture gives reason for believ- 
ing that, when it is His will, God hears 
the prayers of sinners. “For thou, Lord, 
art good, and ready to forgive; and plen- 
teous in mercy unto all them that call 
upon thee” (Psa. 86:5). “The Lord is 


nigh unto all them that call upon 
him, to all them that call upon him 
in truth” (Psa. 145:18). “Seek ye the 
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Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near: let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 55:6, 7). 

An angel told Cornelius, the centurion, 
before he was saved, that his prayer 
had been heard. Cornelius testified, “A 
man stood before me in bright clothing, 
and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, 
and thine alms are had in remembrance 
in the sight of God” (Acts 10:30, 31). 
The Apostle Peter, commenting on this, 
said, “Of a truth I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons: but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him.” It 
seems probable that God occasionally 
answers the prayers of the unsaved in 
order to lead them on to repentance 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. “Or 
despisest thou the riches of his good- 
ness and forbearance and longsuffering; 
not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance?” (Rom. 2:4.) 
In one of the great passages on salva- 
tion, the Apostle Paul wrote: “For 
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there is no difference between the Jew 
and the Greek: for the same Lord over 
all is rich unto all that call upon him. 
For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10: 
12, 13). 

But unsaved sinners have no such 
claim on God as His own blood-bought 
children have, and they can have no 
assurance that their prayers will be 
heard and answered. One who loves his 
sin, and wants to use God merely as a 
convenience in an emergency, carinot ex- 
pect to be heard. “If I regard iniquity 
in my heagt, the Lord will not hear me” 
(Psa. 66:18). Sin blocks the channel 
between God and man: “Behold, the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear: but your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid his face from 
you, that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:1, 2). 

It is evident that God hears the cry 
of the repentant sinner who wants to 
find the way of salvation; and sometimes 
hears his plea for help, so that he may 
understand something of the love and 
mercy of God and be led to repentance. 
An earthly father may “sometimes help 
his neighbor's children, if they really 
need him; but it is his own children who 
have a claim upon him, and whose re- 
quests he hears continually. The rela- 
tionship between God and men is much 
the same. He does sometimes listen to 
the call of those outside His own fam- 
ily; but it is those who are born again 
through faith in His Son, and who have 
been adopted into His family, who can 
call Him Father, and whose prayers are 
regularly heard and answered according 
to God’s will. 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 13 to 19 


Mon.—Psalm 19:1-6. 
The Wonders of God’s Creation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handywork.” God’s 
works eternally praise Him. They all 
show forth His excellency, majesty, 
greatness, and glory. The Creator of the 
world who maintains the universe de- 
serves, and shall have, everlasting praise. 
“Marvellous are thy works; and that my 
soul knoweth right well” (Psa. 139:14). 
Pray for Camp-of-the-Woods, Specula- 
tor, N. Y. 


Tues.—Psalm 2:6-12. 
Reign of God’s Anointed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ask of me, 
and I shall give thee the heathen [the 
nations] for thine inheritance, and the 
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@ Consecrated single women 
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urgently needed in India and Japan 
to. work among women and children 
through our hospitals, orphanage, res- 
cue home and Bible training schools. 
Our Society, founded in 1862, is 
undenominational, evangelical. We wel- 
come your prayerful support. 
Write for free literature. 
WOMAN'S UNION MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA 
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uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session.” The same Jesus the Father 
owned as His Son with a voice from 
Heaven has already been anointed King 
of kings and Lord of lords. And he shall 
reign forever and ever. Christ now in 
Glory will shortly return and take unto 
Himself His own great power and reign 
over the whole earth. Saviour, hasten 
Thine appearing! Pray for Camp San- 
kanac, Spring City, Pa. 


Wed.—John 3:16-21. Salvation in God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
should not perish, but 
If you trace your 


gave 


lieveth in him 
have everlasting life.” 
salvation back far enough, you will find 


God is its author as surely as that our 
salvation is only in His Son. The eterna] 
Son is our only offering for sin. The 
Father willed our salvation: the Son 
obtained it, and the Spirit conveys it 
“Salvation is of God triune; the Scrip- 
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tures only make this known.” Pray for 


Camp Wabanna, Mayo, Md. 


Thurs.—1 John 2:12-17. 
The World That Perishes. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The world pass- 
eth away, and the lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever.” The present world, with its 
riches, honors, and pleasures will soon 
forever pass away. Change and decay 
are evidences of its final dissolution. 
“What is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the world?” He must leave it soon and 
forever. “A man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth” (Luke 12:15). In the next 
world we shall never need anything this 
world now offers. Only the things of 
the soul will matter there. Pray for 
Canadian Keswick Conference, Muskoka, 
Ont., Can. 
Fri.—Ephesians 2:13-18. 
God Reconciles the World. 
PRAYER SuccesTIons: “That he might 
reconcile both unto God in one body by 
the cross.” God, rich in mercy, saves all 
who call upon the name of His Son who 


made by His cross their reconciliation 
possible. Your all-of-grace salvation 
must be received from His wounded 
hands. All who truly trust Him will 


have gumption enough to own Him as 
Saviour and Lord.« They know well that 
truth which “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith: and that not of 
it is the gift of God” (v. 8). 


Says: 


yourselves: 


Have you received and accepted the 
word of reconciliation? Pray for Can- 
non Beach Bible Conference, Cannon 


Beach, Oreg. 


Sat.—Hebrews 12:22-29. 
Future Unity in Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are come... 
unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumer- 
able company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn, 
which are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to ‘the spirits of 


just men made perfect.” The whole 
family of God, redeemed from all 
nations, will be unified in Heaven. Unity 


is impossible down here but it will be 
fully realized up there and forever. 
Meanwhile, try to preserve the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. Pray 
for Cape Cod Christian Conference, For- 
estdale, Mass. 


Sun.—Isaiah 35. One World in Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The ransomed 
of the Lord.” God's redeemed peo- 
ple in the “land .. . fairer than day” 
forget sorrow and sighing. Its ever- 
lasting joys, theirs through the re- 
demption in Christ Jesus, surpass the 
consummate thought of all the people 
of God. “Eternal glories gleam afar 
to nerve our faint endeavor.” 
Heavenly mindedness is our greatest 
need today. Pray for Cedar Lake 
Conference Grounds, Cedar Lake, Ind. 
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